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Think Tanks

Introduction
Think Tanks are organisations which explore and research issues including social, public and economic policy and reform, social justice, democracy, and the environment. Most are independent but some are government funded and/or linked to a political party. Many, but not all, are not-for-profit organisations. Internships, often unpaid, are offered by some think tanks.

Adam Smith Institute 
www.adamsmith.org 
An established think-tank that is a leading advocated of market economic policies. 
Bright Blue
http://brightblue.org.uk/
Bright Blue is an independent think tank and pressure group for liberal conservatism. It was first formed in 2010 by Ryan Shorthouse and a group of policymakers and campaigners who were passionate about applying liberal conservative ideas and insights to tackle the major economic and social problems of the modern day.
Centre for Policy Studies 
http://www.cps.org.uk 
A think-tank that wishes to promote coherent and practical public policy, to roll back the state, reform public services, support communities, and challenge threats to Britain’s independence. It is a non-profit-making organisation which relies entirely on the donations of individuals and companies to carry out its work.
Chatham House 
http://www.chathamhouse.org
Chatham House has been the home of the Royal Institute of International Affairs for over eight decades. Their mission is to be a world-leading source of independent analysis, informed debate and influential ideas on how to build a prosperous and secure world for all. Internships are advertised as and when available. 
Civitas 
http://www.civitas.org.uk 
Civitas: the Institute for the Study of Civil Society is an independent, non-partisan registered charity dedicated to deepening the public’s understanding of the legal, institutional and moral framework that makes a free and democratic society possible.
David Hume Institute
www.davidhumeinstitute.com 
The David Hume Institute promotes research, analysis and debate on public policy issues. Its work is primarily focused in areas linking economics and law, with a particular interest in the interaction between institutional or legal frameworks and market forces. It maintains close links with Edinburgh Institute. 
Demos 
http://www.demos.co.uk 
A think-tank committed to reinvigorating democracy and to countering growing disengagement from political institutions. Offers internships in Research, Media and Communications, and Audio/Visual. 
Education Policy Institute
http://epi.org.uk/
The Education Policy Institute is an independent, impartial and evidence-based research institute that aims to promote high quality education outcomes, regardless of social background.
European Policy Institute 
http://www.epc.eu/
The European Policy Centre (EPC) is an independent, not-for-profit think tank, committed to making European integration work.  The EPC offers a few internships during the year as and when they become available. 
Fabian Society 
http://www.fabians.org.uk/
The Fabian Society has played a central role for more than a century in the development of political ideas and public policy on the left of centre. It is affiliated to the Labour Party but is editorially and organisationally independent. Through its publications, seminars and conferences, the society provides an arena for open-minded public debate.
Institute for Development Studies 
www.ids.ac.uk 
The Institute of Development Studies, based at the University of Sussex, is a leading global organisation for research, teaching and communications on international development.	
Institute for Economic Affairs 
http://iea.org.uk 
The UK's original free-market think-tank, founded in 1955. The IEA's goal is to explain free-market ideas to the public, including politicians, students, journalists, businessmen, academics and anyone interested in public policy.

Institute for Fiscal Studies 
http://www.ifs.org.uk 
An independent research organisation that aims to provide high quality economic analysis of public policy.
Institute for Public Policy Research 
https://www.ippr.org/
A leading UK think tank which aims to promote social justice, democratic participation, and economic and environmental sustainability in government policy. The IPPR offers an internship programme.
International Policy Network
http://www.policy-network.net
International Policy Network (IPN) is a charity based in the UK, and a non-profit organisation in the US. It is a non-governmental, educational and non-partisan organization. The goal of International Policy Network is to encourage better public understanding of the role of the institutions of the free society in social and economic development.
New Economics Foundation 
http://neweconomics.org
The New Economics Foundation is an independent think tank that aims to improve quality of life by promoting innovative solutions that challenge mainstream thinking on economic, environment and social issues. 
New Policy Institute 
www.npi.org.uk  
The New Policy Institute is a progressive, independent think tank. Its project areas include Poverty and Social Exclusion, Local and Community Information, Young Adults, Housing and Debt. Internships available. 
Policy Exchange 
http://policyexchange.org.uk 
An independent think-tank promoting ideas and policies based on strong communities, personal freedom, limited government, national self-confidence and an enterprise culture.
Politeia 
http://www.politeia.co.uk 
A think-tank that aims is to encourage reflection, discussion and debate about the place of the state in the daily lives of men and women across the range of issues which affect them, from employment and tax to education, health and pensions. Internships sometimes advertised. 


Reform
www.reform.uk 
Reform is an independent, non-party think tank whose aim is to set out a better way to deliver public services and economic prosperity. 
Reform Scotland 
http://reformscotland.com 
An independent, non-party think tank.  Its objective is to promote new directions for public policy that deliver increased economic prosperity and better public services based on the traditional Scottish principles of limited government, diversity and personal responsibility.
Social Market Foundation
http://www.smf.co.uk
A think-tank focusing on economic and social policy ideas.  The SMF has been active in recent health, education, welfare and pensions policy reform debates. The SMF offers an ongoing programme of unpaid internships to highly motivated individuals seeking work experience in a public policy environment.  
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