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Welcome to our eleventh
CISS Newsletter

Fditorial

Welcome to the CISS newsletter for Summer
2018. It’s been a pleasure to see so many
new Confucius classrooms launching across
the country, all creating opportunities for
Scotland’s children and young people to learn
more about China and the Mandarin language.
Through developing your classrooms you are
building a bridge with your partner schools

in Tianjin and encouraging collaboration

and friendship between pupils, staff and
communities.

By internationalising the curriculum we help
ouryoungsters develop an open-minded,
international mindset. This was never more
evident than during the First Minister’s visit to
China in April where she met the current cohort
of CISS scholars who are currently studying
Mandarin at the Foreign Studies University in
Tianjin. This group of teenagers, who have only

I A 1%

recently completed sixth year, hugely impressed
the visiting delegation with their ability to
integrate so well into Chinese society. Willing
and able to share the culture of their homeland,
the youngsters were keen to embrace Chinese
culture and immerse themselves in the life of this
fascinating country.

Asking one boy what he missed most about
Scotland he, without hesitation, replied, “Tap
water, I’ll never again take for granted how great
itis to be able to drink cool, clean water straight
from the tap.” | was moved by this humble
response. If Scotland’s schools are producing
young people of this calibre, then we should be
rightfully proud!

Wishing you all a wonderful summer.

Fhiona Mackay, Director
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East Dunbartonshire ZR X[ imiER

Primary Hub Launch at Clober Primary

The East Dunbartonshire Primary hub was officially opened

at Clober Primary School in Milngavie, East Dunbartonshire

in February 2018. To mark the launch of the Confucius
Classroom, staff and pupils organised a fun programme of pupil
performances, speeches and the official presentation of the
Confucius Classroom plaque.

Head Teacher of Clober Primary, Catriona Anderson, added,
“We are delighted to launch the Confucius Classroom at Clober.
Our pupils really enjoy learning about Chinese culture and are
very enthusiastic about sharing their language skills. As our
classroom grows and flourishes, we will aim to support primary
schools across East Dunbartonshire to develop the teaching of
Mandarin.”

East Dunbartonshire Council has already developed some very
interesting programmes for the learning and teaching of Chinese
language and culture with their award winning Secondary
Confucius Classroom Hub based at St Ninian’s High School in
Kirkintilloch. A Confucius Classroom at Clober Primary School
will help consolidate the good work that has been started there
and will support the further development of Mandarin in other
primary schools throughout the East Dunbartonshire area.

Natasha Bowman
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Dalry Primary’s P7 crew at the Zoo

On Tuesday 20th February 2018 the P7s from Dalry Primary School
were invited to Edinburgh Zoo Science Specialist Confucius
Classroom Launch and Open Day. This was in partnership with the
Confucius Institute for Scotland’s Schools. (CISS).

This specialist Confucius Classroom will promote science, linking
it to Chinese language and culture, through projects like Beyond
the Panda. Dalry Primary School opened their own Confucius Hub
in October 2017 where Miss Dong Qing teaches pupils Mandarin
and Chinese culture.

When the pupils arrived at Edinburgh Zoo staff and members of
CISS welcomed them. Sandie Robb, RZSS’s Senior Education
Officer, gave everyone a warm welcome. Ms Robb introduced Mr
Pan Xinchum, Consul General, who spoke about the work that
the zoo has been doing. Ms Fhiona Mackay, the Director of CISS,
talked about the strong links that we are forming with China

and Scotland. Mr Xia Jianhui, the Councillor of Education at the
Chinese Embassy, flew up from London.

The speeches were followed by some entertainment. Zeng Yi a
flautist played two beautiful, peaceful and relaxing songs. After
Zeng Yi’s performance Chen Jiaxi performed a traditional Chinese
dance using a blue and white Chinese fan. Then the students from
Dalry Primary School performed the song “Hamjambo” from the
Dragon of the Western Sea Opera by Scottish Opera.

The ceremony ended with a presentation of gifts. Dalry pupils were
each presented with a key ring, and Mr Xia Jianhui gave the school
toy pandas for their Confucius classroom. The school was awarded
with the “Silver Take Action Challenge Certificate” in recognition
for all the work that they have been doing on Chinese language
and culture.

After the ceremony, the pupils had the opportunity to take partin
various workshops. This included learning how to use chopsticks,
paper cutting, calligraphy and learning about the Chinese tea
ceremony, allowing the pupils to learn even more about Chinese
culture.

Natasha Jedrejek, P7
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Partnership working at Dalry Primary

The Edinburgh Primary Hub based at Dalry Primary School

was officially opened in October 2017 at an amazing launch
party attended by community partners, parents and some
special guests. In November we welcomed Miss Dong Qing our
Mandarin teacher. Dalry Primary School now offers Mandarin
classes from Primary 3 upwards, and we are hoping to extend
this to Primary 1 and 2 from April 2018.

Dalry has been partnered with Zhongying Primary School
in Tianjin. In October 2017 we welcomed Mr Hua Lian, their
Headteacher, who spent the morning at Dalry.

Since the launch of the classroom the whole school has
been actively involved in learning Mandarin, and we are all
embracing this wonderful opportunity to further explore the
magic of the Chinese culture.

In January all pupils in P5, P6 and P7 took part in an amazing
performance of ‘Dragon on the Western Seas’ at Tynecastle
Community High School in front of all parents and carers. This
was an amazing partnership with CISS and Scottish Opera, and
could not have happened without the support of our talented
music specialist Donna Ewen and our local High School. The
pupils at Dalry Primary School have changed their perception of
opera as a result of this fun opportunity.

Julia Stepien P7 said, “This was an amazing experience and
Tynecastle High School was a fantastic place to perform in.”
Erin Morrison sums up the experience, “The Dragon of the
Western Sea is the most fun | have had in P7! You should have
dra-gone!”

Lesley Laidler Acting Principal Teacher
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Dragon of the Western Sea

Our class had an unforgettable day performing “The Dragon of
the Western Sea” with help and inspiration from Scottish Opera.
Our teacher, Mrs McCall, had been working hard with us to
practise our songs in class since last autumn. On the day of the
performance we knew them off by heart and this delighted our
visitors from Scottish Opera. We rehearsed very hard all morning
and learned a lot in only two hours. The enthusiastic Scottish
Opera performers made it great fun, and they often burst into
song whilst talking!

The Dragon of the Western Sea is actually very well known in
Chinese culture. It tells the story of when the Emperor of China,
Zhu Di, sends Admiral Zheng He to command ships to sail to the
mysterious lands of the Western Sea. Along the way, their ships
visit India, Persia and Africa. My class, P6B, were the Indians.
PsA were the Persian pirates and P5B were the Africans.

Then it was show time. We had already performed a dress
rehearsal to the rest of the primary school, so we were feeling

a lot more confident about the main show. We arrived wearing
bright, colourful outfits in the hall full of expectant parents and
guests. Our performance, if | do say so myself, was stunning

and full of energy and excitement. It included lots of singing,
dancing and jokes and the Scottish Opera singers were incredibly
harmonious. At the end, the audience gave the biggest cheer that
| have ever heard and our guest, the Chinese Consul General Pan
Xinchun, presented Dr Thomson with two pandas!

| honestly cannot think of a better way to mark the opening of our
Confucius Classroom at Jordanhill School.

Fraser M. Smith P6B
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Midlothian H1i&45 %

Mandarin songs with Hawthornden
Primary School

Hawthornden Primary School attended Lasswade church

for their Christmas service on Thursday 21 December. At the
Christmas service pupils gave the parents and teachers many
brilliant performances. One of these was the Christmas song
“We wish you a merry Christmas” in Mandarin. They learned it
from their Mandarin teacher Ms Jiang who came from Lasswade
High School Confucius Hub and visited the Hawthornden
Primary school every week. The pupils’ Mandarin song made a
lasting impact on parents. The parents said that they were so
impressed that the pupils could sing a Chinese song so well.

Wei Jiang
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Braehead Primary and the Lanterns of China

“I've been inspired to learn more about Chinese culture and Mandarin
language” Rory, P5

Quotes like this are the motivation for myself and the team at
Braehead Primary to continue to provide these unique learning
experiences. Our journey began with the Stirling Castle BLC project.
This involved a massive effort from last year’s Primary 5 class as they
worked in partnership with Historic Environment Scotland in a variety
of groups such as sign makers, tour guides, map makers and finally
the film group. This was carried out exclusively in Mandarin and you
can see the educational benefits with a variety of cross curricular
learning as well as an exposure to a variety of professions such as tour
guides, graphic designers and film directors.

This project created a real buzz around language learing here at
Braehead Primary, so when we were offered the opportunity to work
on a similar project, this time with Royal Zoological Society of Scotland
to promote the Giant Lanterns of China exhibit, we jumped at the
chance.

This involved a massive commitment from both pupils and staff as
our lantern group met at lunchtimes to plan, storyboard and script our
short film. In these sessions we had to consider marketing, drama and
the language we would use to get this message across. This was very
much pupil led with the children taking lead on all aspects of filming
supported by our language experts, Susan Lawson and Anne and
Summer, our British Council language assistants. The children greatly
enjoyed the process.

“It was great fun to work in our lunch time groups.” Lily, P5
“Our Mandarin has improved a lot.” Fraser, Pg

After our preparation it was time to film the first part of our project. We
welcomed the artisans from China by performing a traditional dance,
Mo Li Hua. After this the children interviewed our lantern makers
entirely in Mandarin. They learned about the process that goes into
making a lantern and enjoyed the “VIP treatment” from the zoo.

After that and another period of preparation we returned to the zoo to
film our promo video. This was scripted, storyboarded and acted out
by the children and they were confident enough to offer input even

on set with our cameraman, Heros. The final product is absolutely
stunning and the children did a phenomenal job in somewhat adverse
weather conditions. The whole experience was highly rewarding and

| believe it evidences the importance of film in promoting language
learning as already the video has received over 15,000 views across
various media outlets (this is a particular point of pride for our class).

Apart from the clear academic benefits | believe these projects offer
an amazing exposure to a variety of vocations and | would encourage
anyone who has the opportunity to take part in a similar project to
grab it with both hands.

“It was a once in a lifetime experience.” Sarah, P5

| believe that quote sums up the benefits of these projects better

than | ever could. If children are seeing the value of language and the
experiences that language can provide then we as educators have done
our job. Finally, we would like to say a massive thank you to Sandie Robb
at RZSS for the opportunity to work on such a fantastic project.

Andrew Gonet
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Chinese New Year across the Primary Hubs
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Chinese Culture Week at Dalry Primary School

Dalry Primary School held a Chinese Culture week in February. Everyone
in Dalry Primary School came together and celebrated Chinese culture.
We have it at this time because of Chinese New Year. While learning we
always make a point to have fun. We interviewed all the classes in our
school to get an idea of what they have been learning, for example, P2B
have been making Chinese lanterns, P4/5 have been learning about
pandas and their habitat and P3B have been drawing Chinese dragons.

Our nursery pupils went on a trip to Edinburgh Zoo to see the pandas.
They were really lucky as the pandas were out that day! They also
managed to see The Giant Lanterns of China. The nursery also chose to
read the book Hairy MacLary from Donaldson’s Dairy by Lynley Dodd,
this tied in perfectly with the Year of the Dog.

Primary 5, 6 and 7 had a special visit from Judith McKerrecher who works
at CISS. This was a follow on workshop for our Dragon of the Western
Sea performance linked with the Scottish Opera.

Amber in P5 said, “We are learning how to say yellow, green, tea, red,
star and lots of other words in Mandarin.”

Aoife also from P5 said, “We enjoyed it and had lots of fun but my
favourite part was to see what objects were in the treasure chest. It was
a nice change from what we normally do.”

Pupils had the opportunity to try Chinese cooking (tasting the chicken
noodle soup that they made), take part in Chinese drama with Mr
Linton and make Chinese lanterns. Primary 4 borrowed a panda box
from Edinburgh Zoo. This is a box full of games, activities and other fun
ways to learn about pandas because P1to P4 were learning about the
lifecycle of a panda.

Ellie Kerr and Bronagh Murphy P7
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An introduction to Mandarin with P2

Primary 2 were very
enthusiastic to learn all
about Chinese New Year.
The children discovered
lots about the Chinese
traditions that surround this
festival and its importance
in the Chinese calendar.

They created fantastic
Chinese dragons, designed
lucky money envelopes and
made beautiful Chinese
lanterns. Primary 2 enjoyed
listening to the story of the
Great Race and learning
why the years are named
after the twelve animals. They also had fun finding out which animal
represents the year they were born and the characteristics associated
with that animal.

We are very lucky that our mandarin teachers (Mrs Fortune and Miss
Yan) came to visit us to help us count to ten in Mandarin. They also
taught us a traditional Chinese friendship song and the story of Nian
the monster.

At the end of all our learning we had a wonderful Chinese New Year

party where the children enjoyed eating Chinese food, taking partin a
dragon dance, singing songs, counting to ten in Mandarin and finally
going home with their lucky money pocket filled with Chinese sweets!

Ashley, Catherine and Susan P2
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Welcoming the Year of the Dog

As some of you may know, Primary 6 do two sessions of the Chinese
language, Mandarin, a week. Learning Mandarin is a fun, enjoyable
lesson and may be helpful for the future as Mandarin and China
become even more important throughout the world. Mrs Fortune, or Fu
lao shi as we call her, has been teaching students in Jordanhill from Pg
to S for 3 years.

Recently we’ve been learning about Chinese New Year, which starts
between 21st January and 20th February according to when the new
moon is between these times. This year Chinese New Year fell on
Friday 16th February and in came the Year of the Dog.

We all made presentations. We heard about how people prepare for
Chinese New Year, what they eat, the Chinese zodiac which is based
on an animal race, and the story of a monstrer called Nian. | learnt a
lot of new things and it was very interesting listening to what others
had found out.

Next we prepared for Chinese New Year by making a picture of a

dog. Some people were very creative, while others simply did a nice
drawing. Then we had to write Happy New Year, in Chinese! We ate
fortune cookies and read our fortunes. After that we all wrote fortunes
and swapped them with the other class. Mrs Fortune put them into a
red envelope with some money. This is traditional for parents to do at
Chinese New Year, but the money Mrs Fortune gave us was old money
— thin coins with holes in the middle!

Primary 6 did a lot to prepare for Chinese New Year 2018 and we all
enjoyed it tremendously, thanks to Mrs Fortune.

Katherine Ross P6A
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North Ayrshire db L /REE B

Chinese New Year Celebration at St Mary’s
Primary School, Largs

We were delighted to welcome parents and carers to our Chinese
New Year Celebration and to showcase some amazing arts and
crafts created by the children and also all the Mandarin they have
learned so far.

The whole school began with teaching the families the Chinese New
Year song with actions. Each class then took it in turns to teach
their families various phrases they had been learning in class. Each
class had a different New Year blessing which they taught them in
Mandarin. The children performed extremely well considering it is
not very long since beginning this journey. Everyone was extremely
enthusiastic and gave the Mandarin phrases their best shot.

The Early Years Class did their version of the Dragon Dance which
was very cute. The other classes made a range of crafts from red
envelopes, lanterns, dragons, puppets for each zodiac sign and fire
crackers.

After the assembly parents were able to taste some wonderful
Chinese cooking washed down with either Green Tea or Jasmine Tea.

Ashley, Catherine and Susan P2
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Nanjing Little Red Flower Troupe visit North Ayrshire

As part of the Chinese New Year Tour the Nanjing Little Red Flower

Art Troupe performed at Saltcoats Town Hall. Pupils from all over
North Ayrshire came to view the show. Pupils have written about their
experience for our newsletter.

St John Ogilvie Primary and Early Years

Our classes were chosen to visit Saltcoats Town Hall to be part of the
audience for the Nanjing Little Red Flower show. We were very excited to
see it because we had never seen Chinese theatre before. P4 and P5 had
to have an early lunch because the coach was taking us to Saltcoats at
one o’clock.

The show started at quarter past one and as soon as we sat down the
lights went low and there were lots of dancers all in yellow dresses
dancing in time with each other. They had lovely smiles on their faces.

A boy and a girl introduced each performance. First the girl spoke in
Mandarin and then the boy spoke in English. He spoke English very well
and he had no paper or cards to help him remember what to say! We
liked the traditional instruments. Some of the traditional instruments
sounded like our bagpipes but they did not look like bagpipes. The
performers were aged 8 to 12 years old. We think they must have worked
very hard to put on this show because they were very good.

In the show everyone sang Auld Lang Syne. We thought the performers
were very talented.

We thought the show was very good and enjoyed everything: the
dancing, singing and the instruments. Our favourite was the dancing
because everyone danced perfectly and we liked the costumes because
they were so bright.

Written by Primary 4 and Primary 5
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Whitehirst Primary School and the Nanjing Little
Red Flower Troupe

Pupils from St Anthony’s on the Nanjing Little
Red Flower Troupe

“I'thought it was very good. | loved the dancing and the
instruments. | loved it!”

“Thank you for inviting us. My favourite bit was when the boy was
playing the instrument and the singing part. It was good, | loved it.”

“My favourite parts were when the boy was making that squeaky
noise and when the girls were dancing.”

“At the Chinese New Year my favourite part was the first dance with
the yellow outfit.”

“I really enjoyed the Chinese dances. My favourite was the first
performance when the girls appeared, it was amazing.”

WHITEHIRST PARK
PRIMARY HAD A
FANTASTIC TIME AT THE
CHINESE THEATRE

I REALLY ENJOYED GOING TO THE
CHINESE THEATRE EVENT. THE DANCING
WAS AMAZING AND ALL THE
INSTRUMENTS WERE COOL! JUST
WALKING INTO THE ROOM | cOULD TELL
WAS GOING TO BE 600D BECAUSE OF,

THE MULTI-COLOURED LIGHTS! BY
CAMERON
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T THOUGHT THAT THERE WAS A LOT TO
SEE AND IT WAS EXCELLENT
ENTERTAINMENT. THERE WAS PEOPLE
PLAYING INSTRUMENTS, DANCING AND
SINGING- IT WAS AMAZING TO SEE YOUNG
PEOPLE PUT ON SUCH AN AMAZING
PERFORMANCE! BY KIRSTY

I THOUGHT THAT THE NANJING
LITTLE RED FLOWER ART
TROUPE WERE AMAZING! | LIKED
HOW THEY LEARNED TO SPEAK
ENGLISH SO THAT WE CouLD
UNDERSTAND WHAT THEY WERE
SAYING! | LOVED THE
COSTUMES, DANCING AND
SINGING.- BY LUCY
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Encouraging pupils to study Mandarin at
St Ninian’s High School

In order to encourage first year students to fully experience Chinese
culture, as well as considering picking Chinese as one of their
subjects, we have developed a stream of rich and varied activities
within our school. These activities include learning the tai chi fan
dance; studying traditional Chinese songs and the Beijing Opera;
demonstrating the traditional Chinese instrument, the “Er hu”;
learning Chinese ethnic minority dances; inviting an expert on the
economy and culture of Singapore to give students an introduction
to current job prospects in the Asia-Pacific region; encouraging first
year students to take part in the Scottish National “Word Wizard”
competition; studying Chinese calligraphy; appreciating Beijing
Opera masks and learning to say tongue twisters.

In addition to developing activities within school, we also took
students to the launch of the Specialist Confucius Classroom Hub at
Edinburgh Zoo where pupils saw the Giant Pandas and participated
in many cultural activities.

Pupils also attended a performance by Nanjing Little Red Flower Art
Troupe hosted by Lasswade High School, as well as National SCEN
meetings and Chinese events in Scotland. These activities not only
broadened students’ horizons, they also helped students feel more
passionate about Mandarin. The young actors from Nanjing Little
Red Flower Art Troupe were a similar age to our first year students
and students were excited to see such artistic forms including song
and dance, instrumental performance and calligraphy.

In addition to various cultural activities and cultural experiences,
the school is also providing Chinese beginner courses at a lunch-
time club and Chinese audition classes for all first-year students.
Through these opportunities students not only experience the
culture but also understand the unique charm of Mandarin. The
results of these activities were displayed at the school assembly
and the school dancing show. We have been continuously providing
students with more opportunities to engage with the Chinese
language. We use Monday and Friday lunch breaks for Chinese
interest groups and we invite experts to give talks. At the end of
the Chinese audition course, the first-year students were assessed
and did really well. Many students decided to take Chinese as
their compulsory subject and were determined to use Chinese as a
language skill for future employment.

Ellena Zhou
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St Thomas of Aquin’s pupils attend SCEN
conference

On Friday 2nd February, myself and 4 other pupils from St Thomas
attended a conference at Pollock Halls in the University of
Edinburgh. The conference was about the importance of Chinese
culture and Mandarin language in our future career. We were

all put into different groups with a mixture of other pupils and
staff to discuss ways to raise awareness of Mandarin. The SCEN
ambassadors who are comprised of senior pupils from across the
city managed the conference. We discussed a variety of topics
such as the role of mentor teachers and planned activities over
the next three years. It was a very professional and productive
meeting and | felt like an adult in an adult environment. It

was also good that | was allowed to give my input in the ideas
discussed and I discovered that SCEN is doing a lot of great things
to promote China in Scotland. It was a truly amazing day and my
experience was great too. | now feel that | have more knowledge
about the SCEN project and | would like to be an ambassador in
the future.

Krishan Chandarama
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Midlothian nominated for Confucius Classroom of
the Year

Last November, the Midlothian Confucius Classroom at Lasswade was
nominated for Confucius Classroom of the year 2017 by Hanban, the
Chinese organisation which oversees the work of Confucius Institutes
around the world. Midlothian was the only Scottish application
selected.

The 12th Confucius Institute Conference was held on December 11th-
13th in Xi’an, China. University presidents as well as representatives of
Confucius Institutes and Classrooms from over 140 countries, envoys
from foreign embassies in China, and delegates from international
institutes of language and culture promotion attended the conference.
There were nearly 2500 delegates in attendance.

Liu Yandong, Vice Premier of the State Council and Chair of the
Council of the Confucius Institute Headquarters, (who had received
an honorary degree from Edinburgh University the previous week)
attended and addressed the conference. The conference theme was
“Building a community with a shared future for mankind through
cooperation and innovation.”

During the conference, there were exhibitions such as the Theme
Exhibition on Chinese Food Culture, a Brief Introduction to Higher
Education in Shaanxi and the Calligraphy Creative Product of the

Chinese Calligraphy Institute.

While Midlothian was not selected as one of the 4 classrooms,
worldwide, to be awarded, being nominated was still a great
achievement particularly since we have only been a Confucius
Classroom since 2015. Mr Mitchell attended the conference and was
highly commended on the partnerships developed with outside
organisations. This recognises the work done by staff, students and
parents since our partnerships with China started in 2004.

Colin Mitchell
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St Andrew’s Day Celebration

Staff from Universal Connections
|| . Whitehill, in partnership with the
Lanarkshire Chinese Association
organised a St Andrews Day Celebration
\ Event at the Community Learning Hub
; 3 in Whitehill Neighbourhood Centre. The
\ ﬁ\ h event was attended by over 50 people
3 -8 from the Chinese community and
senior citizens from Whitehill who witnessed terrific inputs from pupils
from St John Ogilvie High School and Holycross High School.

-

Sophie McDonagh and Niamh Jamieson both pupils from St John
Ogilvie High School delighted the audience at the St Andrews
Celebration event with some fantastic singing. They opened the
event with “Caledonia” and later in the event invited the audience to
participate in Donal where’s yer Trousers, Ally Bally, Ally Bally Be and
Ye Canny Shuv Yer Granny Aff the Bus.

The Lanarkshire Chinese Association members and the senior citizen
groups from Whitehill, thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon spectacle of
singing, cultural presentation and a health and well-being input.

Lewis Duggan from Holycross High school prepared and delivered
a very informative presentation on our Patron Saint, St Andrew. The
presentation explained the life and times of Andrew and how he
became the Patron Saint of Scotland and how St Andrews in Fife is
named after our Patron Saint; only a few of many interesting facts.

The event was brought to an energetic end with an input from Active
Age South Lanarkshire Leisure. The team delivered a presentation to
the audience about the activities available to our ageing population
to keep them fit and address health and well-being issues.

Robert Burgess
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Mandarin in the Stirling Confucius
Classroom Hub

The Stirling Hub has been working hard to support the delivery of
Mandarin in early years, primary and secondary schools across
the authority.

Staff and pupil perspectives:

| have taught Mandarin in Stirling High for almost seven months
now, which has been one of the most valuable and unforgettable
experiences of my whole life. | have taught pupils from nursery
school level all the way up to Sé. | try my best to teach Mandarin
Chinese culture in a way that is fun and inspiring. | make my

class colourful in order to stimulate pupil interest in learning
Mandarin. | have thoroughly enjoyed teaching topics such as
greetings, Chinese food, colours and cultural paper-cutting. | have
used Mandarin songs to enhance learning and teaching. | also
worked hard to develop a Chinese New Year project which was
very popular among pupils. This year | have felt humbled in seeing
pupils engage with my class and showing their curiosity and
excitement. | hope they continue learning Mandarin in the future
and see the benefit of learning all about my country.

Krishan Chandarama

R R B FRE - EEO TR R X A+
INEHIDUEHE

“RAER R M EOUE LA BN H T, REOS A A
Bl s, mE S, RN R ML L — B2 =N
L, PIZATRERI UL —Fh el AR, R s &
NAPESA . ROFEATE LR 2R, tn: 3THE, PE
'Y, g, BIAREESE. [N, R SHRS Lok, 1R
A S R TR, B T — RS K R
FRTEEES, ZEFAER)ZE. BB PAE AR
JEH %I BRI S 5 2PGE RS, BREBAREIE . AER
(22 AR R AT AR S22 2 D008, I H DI sz 3127 3] v [ 5C
e, DUEFIIRSS H QiR at.

Y

I have been learning Mandarin for 10 months now, following the
structure of the HSK course. Through learning Mandarin | have not
only been able to improve my language skills but also to broaden
my knowledge of Chinese culture as a whole. In my lessons | have
had the opportunity to learn calligraphy, practise sports, and
taste authentic cuisine. | am definitely going to continue learning
Mandarin when | go to university, as | believe it will help me later
in life when | enter my career.

Tom Clafferty
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Chinese New Year across the Secondary Hubs
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East Dunbartonshire
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Chinese New Year at St Ninian’s High School

To celebrate Chinese New Year, S1 pupils at St Ninian’s High
School were involved in a day of celebrations. The morning
kicked off with pupils taking part in Chinese culture workshops
including cooking, tai chi, Chinese arts and crafts and Chinese
paper cutting. They were then treated to a performance by the
Nanjing Little Red Flower, a Chinese troupe who impressed
everyone with their spectacular performances.

To bring the Chinese New Year to a close, St Ninian’s High
school hosted a Chinese showcase on Friday 26th February.
Three primary schools as well as pupils from St Ninian’s, the
local Chinese community children, and musicians from Harmony
Chinese Music Ensemble took partin the show displaying the
wide ranging talents and skills honed by pupils through the work
of East Dunbartonshire’s Confucius Hub based in St Ninian’s.
The primaries included Holy Trinity Primary School, Holy Family
Primary School and St Machan’s Primary School, all of which
have enjoyed input from Chinese teachers this year.

Performing for an audience of 350 - including Provost Alan
Brown, Rona McKay MSP, Headteachers from the primary
schools and other special guests - 200 pupils, ranging from
P1to S6 showcased their learning. The programme included
traditional Chinese performances such as dragon and lion
dancing, traditional music and drama. There were also more
modern Chinese performances of break dancing, Kungfu
dancing and singing. The show finished with the 2008 Beijing
Olympic theme song ‘You and Me’ and Auld Lang Syne being
sung in Mandarin and English.

All who attended the show were impressed with the pupils’
talentin learning Chinese language and culture. Mandarin
teacher Mrs Liu who organised the show was so proud of her
pupils said, ‘Thank you to everyone who helped the Chinese
New Year Show, the music, back stage, seating arrangements,
reception and covering my lessons during rehearsals and the
show. A special thanks to primary school P7 teachers who
worked so hard with their classes. The show wouldn’t happen
without everyone’s help’.

Pupils who took part in the show all enjoyed the experience.
‘The Chinese New Year show was great! Very well organised
and lots of young talented people. Special thanks to Mrs Liu for
organising the show.” S1 Liliana Szafran

‘The Chinese New Year show is always an amazing opportunity
for pupils to see Chinese culture burst out in colour on stage and
| am very honoured to have participated in this show along with
such amazing people. It’s not very often you’re looking forward
to the next year - but | am thanks to this ever so amazing show.’
S2 Neve Irvine
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Dragon dances with St Thomas of Aquin’s pupils

On Monday 5th February, myself and 8 other pupils travelled to
Dalry Primary school to participate in their Chinese celebrations
for Chinese New Year. We arrived and straight away went to the
P7 classroom and had our lunch. Afterwards, myself and the 3
other pupils participated in a dragon parade in their assembly.
We went through a practice run before the assembly began

so we knew exactly where to go. When the assembly started,
we quickly got into the dragon costume and went around the
hall and up on the stage. The primary children were really
surprised and happy as they were laughing all the way through
the parade. After our spectacular performance, we took our
seats to watch the P5, P6 and P7 perform their piece from the
opera Dragon of the Western Sea; these were great. After the
assembly was over, we visited the Confucious classroom where
the children learn Mandarin. It was a beautifully decorated red
room. The colour red is consider to be lucky in China. The whole
experience was amazing and we saw different ways in which
people celebrate Chinese New Year. It was an experience that |
will never ever forget.

On Monday 26th February, St Thomas of Aquin’s celebrated
Chinese New Year by performing a dragon parade around the
school. It was a really enjoyable experience for us all. | was
fortunate to be a part of all this. The parade started in the PE
department and finished on the second floor. There was also a
photographer from the local paper who took photographs of the
parade and we were published as the photo of the day in the
Evening News the following day. After the parade, at lunchtime
in the main hall, there were lots of stalls displaying different
aspects of Mandarin language and Chinese culture such as
calligraphy, history and costumes, books, decorations and
paper cutting. All of these things were fascinating. There were
participants from all year groups and P7 at Dalry Primary School
joined us to celebrate, which was fantastic. It was great to see
all the children taking part during lunch, playing Chinese games
and doing calligraphy. At the end, the Dalry Primary School
pupils sang a few songs for us from Dragon of the Western

Sea, the opera they learnt with Scottish Opera. It was a truly
memorable day.

Krishan Chandarama
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Chinese New Year Showcase at Larbert High

On Thursday 8th March, Larbert High School hosted a New

Year Showcase highlighting work from schools in the Falkirk
Confucius Hub. There were nearly 200 people present at the
showcase, including officials from Falkirk Council and Confucius
Institute for Scotland’s Schools (CISS). During the showcase,
pupils from various Falkirk schools stole the limelight with their
dancing, singing and poems in Mandarin. The spectators were
thoroughly impressed with how much talent was on display and
the knowledge about Chinese language and culture that the
primary and secondary pupils had learned. Everybody present
at the event was also delighted with their Chinese meal which
was prepared by Larbert High school teacher, and celebrity chef,
Mark Heirs.

During the interval guests had the opportunity to participate in
several cultural workshops. Children and adults alike thoroughly
enjoyed the workshops which included paper cutting, paper
folding, calligraphy, creating Beijing opera masks and a
chopsticks game. The joy on everybody’s face was captured in
the Chinese New Year ‘selfie’ frame.

The showcase event lasted for a total of two hours and at the
end there was rapturous applause for all participants from
Larbert High School, St Mungo’s, Braes High School, Graeme
High School and Larbert Village and Stenhousemuir Primary
schools. Parents were particularly impressed with the use of
Mandarin throughout the show.

Yan Aizhi and Joe McEnaney
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S1 Chinese Immersion Day

Friday 16th February was the day of Chinese Spring festival. To
celebrate this important event 350 S1 pupils from Larbert High
School immersed themselves in Chinese culture by participating
in a number of Chinese workshops. Pupils were divided into

11 groups and attended workshops including Chinese cuisine,
calligraphy, tai chi, Chinese music, Chinese traditional crafts
and much more.

It was a fantastic experience for our young learners and the
feedback received by them was extremely positive. They didn’t
only enjoy making Chinese dumplings and spring rolls — they
loved eating them! They were particularly impressed with the
variety of the workshops on offer and they now have a better
understanding of Chinese culture.

Yan Aizhi and Joe McEnaney
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Chinese brush painting

For Mandarin Week, S1 pupils did a variety of activities. One of
them was Chinese brush painting. Chinese brush painting is

a distinctive form of traditional Chinese painting which uses a
special brush, Chinese paper (or silk) and ink instead of normal
paints. The brush painting lesson was taken by Mr Chi Zhang
who came to the school especially to teach us. | really enjoyed
brush painting. | found it very relaxing and interesting. It was
difficult at times but | thought it would be. Learning something
new is always hard and it takes practice.

First Mr Chi Zhang
taught us how to hold
the brush and how

to paint with it. We
learned that the brush
tips are made out of
animal hair and that
the handle is made
from bamboo. The
brushes we used were
the medium sized
brushes with tips
made out of goat hair. Mr Chi Zhang also told us that you would
usually put the ink onto what is called an ink stone, which is
made from carved stone or slate. Sadly we didn’t end up using
them but instead used normal paint palettes. We painted lines
to start with, then we painted circles which is harder than you
would think. After that, he showed us step-by-step how to draw
bamboo. Then how to draw a panda’s face and finally how to
draw a panda’s body. In the end we had painted a panda family
with bamboo, which felt like quite an achievement in one
lesson. Altogether | found Chinese brush painting was a great
experience and | am very grateful to our school for giving us the
chance to try it.

Evelyn Kelly S1
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Tai Chi

For Chinese New Year, my class (1MO) did tai chi with

a man called John Sutherland. First he took us through
warmups; we did different stretches and moves for about
15 minutes and then went on to the steps. John showed
us how to block, throw and dodge punches and then
how to join them all together. He also told us how to
add kicking into the sequence we were doing. During

a break, John showed us two sequences of moves, one
including a short sword and the other including a very
big sword. | found the demonstrations very captivating
and impressive as it looked like it took a lot of work.
After the break we went back into the centre and did
some more sequences, which we copied from John as
he took us through it. | found that doing tai chi was very
relaxing and good to get anger out. | would definitely do
it again as | found it really good fun.

Katy Galbraith S1
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Chinese Knotting

To celebrate Chinese New Year, S1 pupils took part in numerous
traditional activities like Chinese knotting. Chinese knotting
represents good luck, happiness and longevity. Firstly, we were
taught how to make a flat knot, which surprisingly was quite easy!
We used two bits of cord, one long and one short. We pinned
down the shorter bit of cord and used the longer bit to knot. To
knot we had to start by placing the longer cord underneath the
shorter one horizontally and making both sides equal. After that
we began by making one side of the thread into a ‘C’ shape then
using the second half to make it look like a ‘g’, then we pinched
the place where the two strands crossed over and pulled the
second thread under and pulled tight. We repeated this step
alternating between the sides. Once we had finished we wrote a
wish and putitin a lucky red envelope. Next we attached the cord
we had knotted to the top of the envelope (in a way so we could
hang it) and sealed it. Some people managed to make a second
knotting cord, following the same steps as before but without
alternating sides, and we turned it into a bracelet. We all really
enjoyed this activity and learning all about Chinese New Year. |
am sure we would all love to do it again.

Maisie McCredie S1
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Mask Painting

On Thursday 15th February, my class took part in a Chinese New
Year celebration, which included two activities, Chinese knotting
and painting Chinese masks. We were given plain masks that had
been stencilled with traditional Chinese mask designs. We chose
what design we liked best and painted according to a picture that
we had been given. The mask that | painted used the colours
red, black and white. It was quite tricky to stay within the lines so
you had to concentrate very hard. The room was silent because
everyone was focusing on making their masks to the highest
standard that they could achieve. | asked other pupils in my
class what they thought of this activity. One pupil said that they
really enjoyed painting the masks as they thought it reduced their
stress levels. Another pupil said that they really liked the activity
because it was very traditional and they enjoyed learning about
the celebrations at Chinese New Year.

| really enjoyed this activity and liked the end result. Ittied in
well with everything that we had been doing in previous lessons.
Everyone in my year agreed that this was a very worthwhile
experience and we all really want to participate in something
similar again.

Niamh Finneston S1
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Nanjing Little Red Flower perform at Lasswade
High School

Nanjing Little Red Flower Art Troupe gave a magical performance
of traditional Chinese dance and music at Lasswade High School
in Scotland on Tuesday 27th February. The performance was held
to celebrate the Chinese New Year and also the golden era for
Scotland-China relations. The troupe comes from one of China’s
first children’s art institutions to combine formal education with
artistic performance. They have won various awards at national
and local children’s dance and music competitions, and toured

over 20 countries and regions in Asia, Europe, America and Africa.

Over 300 people attended the performance including the
Consul General of the Chinese Consulate in Edinburgh Mr
Xinchun Pan; Director of Scotland’s National Centre for
Languages Ms Fhiona Mackay, Depute Director Ms Fan Lin
and Chinese Director Ms Li Tian of the Confucius Institute for
Scotland’s Schools; Headteacher of Lasswade High School
Mr Campbell Hornell, some council officials in Midlothian
and pupils from eight different schools. The performance was
hosted by depute Headteacher Mr Colin Mitchell. After the
performance, the pupils said that the show was amazing. They
liked learning Mandarin and hoped to learn more Mandarin
and Chinese culture in the future.

Wei Jiang
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North Lanarkshire
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Celebrations at Our Lady’s High School

On Wednesday 28th March, Our Lady’s High School,
Cumbernauld eventually managed to celebrate Chinese New
Year, a bit later than expected due to the snow! Approximately 80
S1and S3 pupils took part in a broad range of Chinese cultural
activities such as ribbon dancing, tangrams, tea ceremony,
Origami, checkers, chopsticks as well as biscuit decorating and
calligraphy. Each pupil sampled the broad spectrum of activities
on offer, spending 10 minutes at each of the stations.

All of the pupils who had attended the Edinburgh Zoo Confucius
Classroom Open Day in February were leaders at each of the
workshops demonstrating and modelling the activities to their
peers. Pupils had a wonderful morning with ribbon dancing, tea
ceremony and biscuit making being a massive hit!! In addition,
staff also celebrated Chinese New Year with a beautiful Chinese
lunch served by our senior pupils! FreEE R / FidEbig

Gemma Durnan
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South Lanarkshire
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Chinese New Year Showcase

Celebrating the Chinese New Year of the Dog, South Lanarkshire
Confucius Hub presented a fantastic showcase event
demonstrating the wide range of learning being undertaken by
our educational establishments across the authority. The event
embraced the ethos of the Languages 1+2 Strategy and Broad
General Education ensuring that pupils, young people and
learners have a rich and meaningful learning experience.

This year was the largest event to date in terms of people
attending (260) and schools and learning establishments
participating. The showcase this year demonstrated the breadth
of learning through performances of language, dance and music
and highlighted the enthusiasm of the pupils participating.

Robert Burgess
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Specialist Confucius Classroom Hubs

LR 0

What’s new in Beyond the Panda?

On Tuesday 20th February, we were delighted to launch the RZSS
Confucius Classroom — the first science specialist Confucius
Classroom in the world! To celebrate the launch, we held an
event at RZSS Edinburgh Zoo with over 500 pupils and teachers
attending from across Scotland along with the Consul General,
Mr Pan Xinchun and Mr Xia Jianhui from the Chinese Embassy,
London and many other distinguished guests.

Our science Confucius Classroom will allow us to further promote
and facilitate the learning and teaching of the Chinese language and
culture. The success we have achieved from our other Beyond the
Panda activities led to us being considered for this status.

Our Confucius Classroom will offer free Mandarin sessions for families
and youth groups as well as lunchtime sessions for staff at Edinburgh
Zoo, giving more people an opportunity to learn and engage with the
language and to promote our conservation messages.

The China Mobile Library and Chinese outreach sessions will
continue to be available to schools throughout Scotland. These
activities do have a cost to cover postage for the loan of the
‘panda boxes’ and expenses for travel but the fantastic news is
that we have been able to use funding to further subsidise the
expenses and therefore significantly reduce the cost to schools.
Full details available at beyondthepanda.org.uk — look out for the
new 2018-2019 reduced price list.

Many thanks to the Confucius Institute for Scotland’s Schools and
the Confucius Institute for Scotland for their support and funding
of the different aspects of Beyond the Panda.

Further information contact Sandie Robb srobb@rzss.org.uk

Sandie Robb
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School and Business links

with Mandarin
A (A Bk 2

Mandarin Business Links with Blackness Castle

AT PUERR R — AR T WA E

The James Young High School in Livingston has been a
Confucius hub for West Lothian Council since 2014 and all staff
from the Confucius hub have been promoting Mandarin in
various ways, as a result of which, there are about 600 pupils
across West Lothian who are learning Mandarin.

In the James Young High School, pupils from a National 3
Mandarin class have been developing a business link with
Blackness Castle since September 2017. So far they have been
designing a folder in Mandarin for the castle which includes a
map, timeline, modern use of the castle, etc. They have also
visited Blackness Castle twice. The first visit happened on
Thursday 5th October, during which pupils had a look at the
castle and completed some tasks on a worksheet in order to
know it better.

The biggest event since the beginning of this business link has
been the second visit, which was on Wednesday 12th December,
during which pupils taught the castle staff some Mandarin to
help them communicate with future Chinese customers. The 5
pupils were Felicia Nicol, Alyssa Ballantyne, Emily Pincott, Peter
Kasparek and Henry Gott. They are from S5/S6 and had been
learning Mandarin for 4 months before the second visit. They
were very nervous about it. Fortunately it turned out really well!
Out of the 5 pupils who went there, each and every one of them
played an active role in the lesson. After the lesson, the castle
staff spoke very highly of them.

The pupils designed the lesson all by themselves, including
what to teach, how to deliver the lesson and who is responsible
for what. After the trip, they said that their presentation skills
had improved, and so too had their confidence to speak
Mandarin and their ability to communicate with people who do
not work in schools. This is a big step for them because it not
only boosts their confidence in Mandarin, it also gives them a
basic idea of how Mandarin can be used in the business world,
which hopefully might prepare them for the future job market.

Pan Jing
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Students discover how language skills translate
into jobs in tourism

Students studying languages at four schools across Perth have
been given a first-hand insight into job opportunities in the
Scottish hospitality and tourism sector as part of the region’s
£500,000 young workforce strategy.

Around 80 pupils took part in the event organised by
Developing the Young Workforce Perth and Kinross (DYW P&K)
in partnership with Springboard UK, which support people into
careers in hospitality, leisure and tourism.

The event was supported by nine organisations representing
the sector — including VisitScotland, Willowgate Activity Centre,
Historic Environment Scotland, Costa, Salutation Hotel, The
Blackwatch Museum, Crieff Hydro, Perth College UHI — as well
as SCILT, Scotland’s National Centre for Languages and CISS,
Confucius Institute for Scotland’s Schools.

Each organisation hosted interactive workshops which
highlighted real career opportunities available for young people
when they leave school.

Donna Kudarenko
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Hanban Teachers support DYW

Our Hanban teachers are proving to be an effective support for
local businesses to improve their service to visitors from China.

In the Park Hotel in Kilmarnock, where 70% of their business in July
and August is from China, the General Manager Mr Gordon Anthony
and members of his staff welcomed the opportunity to learn more
about Chinese etiquette and language from local pupils.

With the support of SCILT/CISS and the parents’ council (who felt
the event was a worthwhile undertaking and funded the minibus to
take the pupils), a date and time was agreed between the school
and hotel.

The aim of the visit to the hotel was for young people to share their
knowledge of Chinese language and culture with a local business.
Staff at the Park Hotel, Kilmarnock, along with the General Manager
Mr Gordon Anthony, agreed to take part in the exercise. Pupils

were made very welcome with soft drinks and delicious snacks.
Meanwhile, they discovered what the hotel offered in the way of
accommodation and learnt from the General Manager what makes
a good or poor CV and how best to conduct themselves at an
interview.

It was then the pupils’ turn.

The pupils were supported and taught by the Hanban teacher who
has been teaching in Loudoun Academy since August. Under her
guidance, the pupils gathered interesting and curious facts about
what to do and what to avoid when hosting Chinese visitors and to
make visitors from China feel more welcome. After presenting these
facts to the staff, pupils then shared a leaflet which summarised
the talk and which the hotel could use for staff training in the future
in preparation for Chinese visitors.

The General Manager commented: “We genuinely struggle to
communicate when we have Chinese visitors. It would be super

to know how to make them feel more welcome, to avoid putting
anyone in Room 4 and to perhaps in the future provide red napkins
as a gesture of welcome at meal times.”

When asked why so many Chinese visitors stay in The Park Hotel,
Kilmarnock, Mr Anthony explained that they stay in order to

take the ferry for Ireland or stay a week and go to the Tattoo in
Edinburgh, as the prices in Kilmarnock are far more competitive
than hotels of similar standard in Edinburgh.

Mr Anthony was delighted with the visit and asked for a copy of the
PowerPoint prepared by the pupils for future use.

Thus, we hope with the help of our Hanban teachers, our young
people are contributing to the local economy and will access
positive destinations by building on these invaluable experiences,
thanks to the generosity of the business and parents which
enabled this to happen.

“Great visit today, thanks to you all for the valuable insight to the
Chinese tourists and market. | will certainly be in touch very soon
with some things you can help me with.” G Anthony, General
Manager

Meryl James
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Inspiring young filmmakers at Edinburgh Castle

This year S3 pupils at Lasswade High School studying Mandarin
linked with Historic Environment Scotland (HES) at Edinburgh
Castle. It was decided, with the support of the Confucius
Institute for Scotland’s Schools and the Scottish European
Educational Trust (SEET), to provide an opportunity for the S3
pupils to apply their knowledge of Mandarin in an inspiring and
creative way. This opportunity was part of the Our World project
run by SEET. HES, CISS and SEET were also were keen to support
“The Year of the Young Person” and were happy to include a film
element in this Business Link.

Pupils spent the day filming at Edinburgh Castle. They produced
and edited films that explored the idea of global citizenship and
included Mandarin. The films could be used to advertise the
Castle to other young Mandarin learners.

Executive Director of SEET, Madeleine McGirk shares about the
Our World project:

“For SEET, working in partnership with CISS, HES and Lasswade
High has been a joy and a real asset in terms of furthering our
organisation’s aims. In all of our work we aim to engage as
many young people as possible. Our projects focus on skills
development, language learning and citizenship with the goal
of equipping pupils with the tools necessary to succeed laterin
life. We believe projects such as this, which develop the young
workforce, are essential to Scotland’s future.

Through the Our World project we set language learning in
context for pupils, ask them to research given topics and teach
them new skills, all of which they ultimately use to produce
films showcasing what they’ve learned. The project hinges on
providing pupils with an understanding of the world around
them, and why languages will help them succeed in it. Our
ability to set these things in a real-life context was greatly
enhanced by working with a business like HES who could
provide real life examples of Mandarin helping them operate,
and was further underlined by the wonderful background,
history and cultural input given by CISS. The multiple
perspectives were great in terms of offering pupils real-life
evidence of why the skills they were developing are useful and
enhance their employability. | am confident the partnership
added value to our work, and gave pupils an experience in
learning they will always remember.”

Sylvie Silk, Learning Officer at Historic Environment Scotland
said:

“Historic Environment Scotland’s Learning Team has been
working in partnership with SCILT/CISS and Lasswade High
School for the last few years to support Lasswade’s S3 Mandarin
studies. This year we were excited to also work with SEET,
allowing us to expand the project and support Lasswade pupils
to script, film and edit films inspired by Edinburgh Castle and
their language learning. We are also working with Culross PS

at Dunfermline Abbey, to support the learning of Mandarin. We
are keen to raise awareness of Scotland’s historic places as rich
learning resources, not just for the study of history but as places
to inspire creativity, support language study, develop skills

for life and work and much more. The partnership with SCILT
and SEET helped us to do this and showcased the skills and
creativity of the pupils from Lasswade as well.”

Lasswade High School and the Confucius Institute for Scotland’s
Schools previously worked together with Edinburgh Castle on

a Business Link last year. S3 pupils learning Mandarin worked
on an App for Edinburgh Castle. The film project builds on these
partnerships.

Meryl James
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L etters from our Hanban Teachers

DU P M AR

Some Hanban teachers have written about recent events in their schools.

Wei Jiang - Midlothian

Midlothian pupils visit the giant lanterns

This winter, RZSS Edinburgh
Zoo was home to the

giant lanterns of China,

an installation of over 450
dazzling giant lanterns that
illuminated the Zoo for 5o
awe-inspiring nights. The
partnership to create the
lanterns stemmed from a long
standing relationship between
RZSS and Sichuan, the birth
place of Edinburgh Zoo’s giant
pandas.

On Tuesday 16th January, 30
pupils from Loanhead Primary
School with their teachers
went to the Edinburgh zoo to
visit the lantern show. They
were invited by Lasswade High
School Confucius hub. During the term, P6 pupils learned Mandarin
language and Chinese culture with great enthusiasm from their
Mandarin teacher Ms Jiang who came from the secondary hub
every week. In the zoo, the pupils saw stunning lantern displays
throughout the route, some of which were huge impressive
structures and some of which were smaller animal lanterns,

all beautifully hand-crafted by Chinese artists using traditional
techniques. After the visit, the pupils all said that the giant lanterns
of China were amazing. They liked to learn Mandarin and hoped to
learn more mandarin and Chinese culture in the future.
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YAN Jun - Midlothian

Dumpling-making at Lasswade High

Spring festival is one of the biggest days in China so we felt it

was really important for pupils to experience how Chinese people
celebrate it in China. On Thursday 22nd February we celebrated
Chinese New Year at Lasswade High School. Chinese teachers
taught S2 how to make dumplings, the traditional food of Chinese
New Year. 16 S2 pupils took part in the dumpling class.

Chinese teachers introduced Chinese New Year culture to students
and demonstrated making the dumplings. Students were set

in groups and made their own ones. Although it was their first
attempt at dumpling-making, they did a great job. We all tasted the
dumplings after boiling them.

The activity not

only helped pupils
understand the
Chinese culture around
Spring Festival but
also gave them the
opportunity to make
Chinese food. The
students all wanted to
have more chances to
take partin Chinese
activities.
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YAN Jun - Midlothian

Pupils attend the Specialist Hub Launch at
Edinburgh Zoo

On Tuesday 20th February, | accompanied pupils to the Specialist
Hub Launch at Edinburgh Zoo. Deputy headteacher Colin Mitchell,
Rosemary Mitchell, and Mandarin teachers took 17 pupils from
Lasswade High School and 10 pupils from Hawthornden Primary to
attend this event.

The launch ceremony started at 10 am. The event was attended
Consul General Pan Xinchun, Xia Jianhui from the Education
Department of the Embassy in the UK, Fhiona Mackay Director of
Scotland’s National Centre for Languages, and Chinese Director Li
Tian and Depute Director Fan Lin from the Confucius Institute for
Scotland’s Schools. We all enjoyed a flute solo performance, a
Chinese folk dance and the opera A Treasure Ship Captain.

At 12pm, once the launch ceremony was completed successfully,
we took our pupils to the cultural area where they tried lots of
activities and experienced Chinese culture. Pupils learned how
to play Chinese chess, make Chinese tea and do calligraphy. This
event not only shares Chinese culture in Scotland, but also built a
new bridge between China and Scotland.
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LEl Yufeng - Shetland

Chinese New Year was celebrated as far as the
hometown of the Vikings

During the 2018 Chinese New Year, the most northerly Confucius
Classroom in the UK at Shetland Islands Council, held a series of
celebrations at local schools to welcome the Year of the Dog with
local teachers and pupils.

On February 8, Confucius Classroom teacher Yufeng Lei held a
Spring Festival themed paper-cutting workshop for more than
150 S3 pupils at Anderson High School. Pupils learned Chinese
language and culture related to the Spring Festival whilst
experiencing the charm of Chinese paper-cutting.

On February 16, Confucius Classroom teacher Yufeng Lei did an
assembly at Bell’s Brae Primary School to introduce Chinese New
Year to teachers and pupils from Primary 4 to 7. They enjoyed the
Legend of Nian, a play performed by some pupils from Primary 4S.
All the audience had a more profound understanding of Chinese
New Year customs like hanging lanterns and setting off firecrackers.

Sandwick Junior High School also celebrated Chinese New Year
on Friday 16th February.. The red lanterns, the Chinese characters
of “blessing” and the festive Chinese knots decorated the school
social area with an authentic Chinese New Year style.

The celebrations started off with a primary assembly where they
discussed the different traditions of Chinese New Year and the
different fancy dress characters that would appear at that time
of year.

Later on in the day, the secondary pupils had different activities to
do with the New Year including card making, Chinese typing, riddle
guessing and traditional kicking of Jianzi.

That evening, Confucius Classroom teachers also prepared a
Chinese New Year dinner for their colleagues at the school and the
council.

The Confucius Classroom at Shetland Islands Council carried

out rich and colourful cultural activities, becoming an important
platform for local people to learn Chinese language and culture and
understand modern China.
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PAN Jing — West Lothian

Events at James Young High School

Over the past 3 weeks Mandarin pupils from the James Young High
School have been celebrating Chinese New Year. They took an
active part in the following 3 activities:

Trying Chinese Food

The National 3 Mandarin class went to a Chinese restaurant in
Edinburgh last Thursday to celebrate Chinese New Year. They also
practised ordering food in Mandarin and talking to Chinese people.
After the visit they did a presentation in Mandarin about this trip.

Visit to Edinburgh Zoo

Some of our pupils visited Edinburgh Zoo where they learned about
the animal conservation programs in the zoo, spoke some basic
Mandarin with pupils from other schools in Scotland, learned how
to say some animals in Mandarin and took part in some Chinese
New Year celebration activities in the Education Centre.

China’s Sounds of the Silk Road

Our New Year Celebrations were rounded off with a trip to the Usher
Hall to see a performance of China’s Sounds of the Silk Road. Our
pupils thoroughly enjoyed the Chinese instruments and traditional
songs.
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Mandarin Beyond the Hubs

FLT R E LA DS

The Road to China

Abigail Gilliland and Calum Davidson are part of the 2018-19 Tianjin
Scholar cohort. Here they write about how they ended up applying
forthe opportunity and their thoughts on the year ahead.

When | applied to take partin the two week CISS
Summer Immersion trip in Tianjin in early March
lastyear, | had no idea | would be preparing to go
on ayearlong scholarship in China at the same
time the following year. The two week summer trip
to China opened my eyes to an entirely new and
different culture that I'd previously been blind to,
and inspired me to pursue a life in China and apply
for the scholarship. The nerves of leaving home and living on the
other side of the world for a year haven’t really kicked in yet (I’'m sure
they will at the airport!). I'm currently feeling excited about all the
new experiences this next year is going to bring me.

There are so many things that I’'m looking forward to. The idea of
being able to speak fluent Mandarin by the time | come back is
going to benefit not only me as an individual but also hopefully
strengthen links between Scotland and China which | am incredibly
excited to be a part of in the future. Also, the chance to be
independent, live life outside of Scotland and meet so many new
people from such a wide variety of backgrounds, are other things |
just can’t wait to experience. I’'m very aware there will be challenges
along the way, from actually having to iron my own clothes to trying
to arrange haircuts in Mandarin but | am so incredibly grateful

that | was chosen to take part in this experience and | know this
amazing opportunity is going to have a huge benefit on my future.

Abigail Gilliland
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Gosh, where to start? There’s so
much | could say but it makes
sense to explain why | chose to
apply for the scholarship in the
first place.

Quite simply, I've just always
been interested in other
languages and cultures. Various hobbies and interests have come
and gone throughout my life, but as far as | can remember the one
thing that has always captured my interest without fail has been
foreign languages. The Earth is a big place, and to me it seems like
a waste not to learn more about the world outside your own little
part of it. | visited China for the first time last summer during the
CISS ‘China Bridge Summer Camp’ and my interest was piqued. |
decided to apply for the scholarship after entering 6th year.

Now, you might be thinking that 10 months of study in China

is an entirely different and much more challenging experience
than spending a few weeks there for a ‘summer camp’,

but it’s for this reason that I’'m so excited. | feel that living
independently in China for an extended period will give me an
opportunity to explore the country and experience the culture on
my own terms. Having to make my own way through the days will
allow me to uniquely understand what life is truly like in Tianjin,
and being immersed in the country has to be the best way to
improve my Mandarin (which absolutely needs improving).

Of course, I’'ve no doubt that adapting to life somewhere so
different from Scotland will be difficult, but I’'ve even less doubt
that the experience will be every bit worth the difficulty.

Caleb Davidson

B EZ

RE, MBREITA6? BA U2 IR, (HE SR — NN
(Sl &

IRFETER, 3R EE S AR, LT, ATV 2 %
RUf, HILIZ, —EARTROIAERI R SME . IR — A
ZRIHS, XEARYL, WERA TR 2 R H DR
CAAMEIES Y, AR —FR . RFERKR, TAESAE /AL
TEEBEN) “CDOEMEAE” thE—yil T E, FRERIRIM
Bt R, BPEEIEANEL G PIEEE.

BUE, PRATRES N, R E%10D AR L2 5SS
meRLE” , RAmEEAFEN. EARMIER AR, Hipte
PUAIXAN R IR, BEARR AT . FGAF A [RI7E o [T A i e 4
e MRREF RS B SRS LS. EHH S
ML E M T REREE ARG, DURAEIZANE K — 8 iR PUEK
FRIEAET A (PUBAER R ERED « S8R, ZHREH, ENA
AT Ik 22 AR TR — Rk, (HERANE PSR IR (A6
Bt AEERAT .

B X




National Museum of Scotland learning event

To celebrate Chinese New Year, the Confucius Institute for
Scotland’s Schools ran a series of drop-in events in partnership
with the learning team at the National Museum of Scotland. The
event was aimed at children, young people and families and was
attended by over 1000 people throughout the weekend.

Fourteen Chinese exchange teachers ran a number of interactive
activities aimed at promoting Chinese culture and the values

of Chinese New Year, one of the most important dates in the
Chinese calendar. It was an exciting and colourful event enjoyed
by many. Some of the highlights included a traditional Chinese
dancer and musician who performed in the main gallery and

a series of calligraphy workshops where participants got the
chance to write their own wishes for the new year of the dog.
Visitors also got the chance to make their own hongbao - lucky
red packets and lanterns.

Katie Hawkins
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Chinese tourism links with Mr Loch Ness

Willie Cameron, Business Development Director at the Cobbs
Group, contributed to this year’s Business Brunch events in
Inverness. Business Brunches are aimed specifically at S3-S6
pupils and demonstrate the relevance of language skills

in a work context. Here he writes about how international
opportunities can arise, demonstrating the need for people
with language skills:

In December 2016 my nephew Rory Cameron, Director of
Cobbs, the company | was a founding director of, visited the
coffee shop at one of our hotels, The Drumnadrochit. It was a
cold damp winter’s day with very few people on the premises
apart from two Chinese people, a man and a woman, who were quizzing a young staff member
about the area and its facilities. It turned out our Chinese visitors were from a travel company
located in Nanhu, China.

Over the next few weeks | got in touch with the company and it was decided they would bring a
party of Tour Operators from China over in March to recce the area around Loch Ness and asked
me to accompany them. Following their visit in March, | was invited to attend The Nanhu Press
Conference in Guangzhou on Monday 17th April 2017.

At the conference | met all the tourism business leaders in Nanhu and their stakeholders in a new
Tour of Great Britain, which was about to be launched. The companies represented were Qatar
Airways, Emirates, Accor, Hilton, Visit Britain, Bord Failte Ireland and others.

| was introduced to a Mandarin speaker, James Kenny from Bord Failte Ireland, Head of Tourism
Ireland in China. He had spent a number of years working and living in China, had worked at the
Confucius Institute of Ireland and held a Masters degree in Chinese. With his language skills he
was able to assist me in securing a contract with the Chinese travel company. We have welcomed
over 1000 Chinese visitors through the travel company. Through a chance encounter and language
skills we secured this business, which is vital for the Scottish economy.

Willie Cameron
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Ciss

LH-233 Lord Hope Building
University of Strathclyde
141 St James Road
Glasgow, G4 OLT

Tel: +44 (0)141 444 8180
Email: ciss-info@strath.ac.uk
Website: www.strath.ac.uk/ciss
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