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Welcome to our eighth
CISS Newsletter

Fditorial

Dear colleagues and friends, We at CISS are really proud to be associated with
this work. We believe that much of the strength
of our Confucius Classrooms can be attributed to
the cohesive and collegiate network of schools
and local authorities who are so willing to share

and cooperate with each other.

Welcome to the spring edition of the CISS
newsletter. It has been a pleasure to be part
of the launch events for our newest Confucius
Classrooms in Angus and Shetland Councils.
The Chonging Chuanju Theatre Company
provided a wonderfully colourful spectacle that
was appreciated by everyone and helped make
the launches very memorable. I’d like to give
our friends in Angus and Shetland the warmest
of welcomes into our Confucius family.

Finally, in these troubled times, when we

hear so much about the building of walls, it is
wonderful to see so many of you busy building
bridges! The articles written by our Hanban
teachers are very much testament to the mutual
respect that our work fosters between Scotland
and China. | found them very moving and they
demonstrate how small acts of positive kindness
and thoughtfulness can create such a lasting
impression of Scotland, our people and culture.

As for old friends, I’d like to congratulate our
colleagues at the City of Edinburgh, winners
of the Confucius Classroom of the year award
2015. Their collaborative approach to sharing
resources made a great impression on the
judges and made them more than worthy
recipients of this prestigious award.

With best wishes for the spring and summer,

Fhiona Fisher
This newsletter is very much intended as a Director of Confucius Institute for Scotland’s
celebration of all the exciting projects and Schools
initiatives that are developing across Scotland.
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Edinburgh Confucius Classroom awarded
Global Confucius Classroom of the Year

The Confucius Classroom at the City of Edinburgh Council
based at Leith Academy, received the accolade of Global
Confucius Classroom of the year 2015.

The City of Edinburgh Confucius Classroom Hub was praised
for the strength of its partnership working and its collegiate
approach to sharing resources for the learning and teaching
of Chinese across the local authority.

Councillor Paul Godzik, Convenor of the Education, Children
and Families Committee said,

“This is a clear recognition of Edinburgh’s existing strength in
and commitment to the development of Mandarin language
learning. The Hub is a fantastic resource for all pupils in
Edinburgh and part of an extensive range of initiatives being
developed to support the growth of Mandarin across the city.
From four primary and secondary schools teaching Mandarin
in Edinburgh in 2010, to today when 29 primary schools and
12 secondary schools have some Mandarin teaching in their
school. Itis a huge success, and along with our sector-leading
work on the 1+2 language strategy, shows that Edinburgh is
leading the way on languages.”

Laura Cassidy, Edinburgh City Council
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Launch of the Angus Confucius
Classroom Hub

On Friday 19 February, Angus Council’s Confucius
Classroom Hub was launched with a blaze of colour and
music, celebrating the cultures of China and Scotland.
The ceremony, hosted by senior pupils Rebecca Cook
and Kevin Shand, was conducted in both English and
Mandarin to an invited audience of more than two
hundred guests. Spectators were treated to music from
the award-winning Carnoustie High School Brass Band,
followed by a song sung entirely in Mandarin by pupils
from Woodlands Primary School, led by Hanban teacher
Mrs Stephanie Sun. One of the highlights of the morning
was a performance by the Chonging Chuanju Theatre
Group who delighted the audience with their colourful
spectacle, featuring some impressive acrobatics and
breath-taking face changing.

The launch included the recital of a poem in Mandarin,
entitled Scotland My Home and a rendition of Auld Lang
Syne which included a verse in Mandarin. Mr Limin
Zhang, Depute Consul General of the Chinese Consulate
extolled the virtues of building relationships between
China and Scotland and welcomed the new hub. The
event culminated in the handing over of a plaque to
commemorate the launch and cement the links between
our two countries. As an independent hub Angus are
now looking forward to giving even more youngsters the
opportunity to learn about the language and culture of
China, with five senior pupils excited by the prospect of
attending the CISS immersion course this summer.

Stuart Burns, Angus Council
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Launch of the Shetland Confucius Classroom Hub

Tuesday 23 February saw the very successful launch of the
Shetland Confucius Classroom Hub in Sandwick Junior High
School. Guests were warmly welcomed by three very friendly
pandas which set the scene for a morning of celebration,
enthusiasm and the sharing of Chinese and Scottish cultures.

Throughout the ceremony, guests from eleven schools across
Shetland were treated to musical melodies from a talented
fiddle band. The Hanban teacher Ms Ying Zhang gave an
excellent presentation about her work with Shetland schools
and the kindness of the people who have made her feel a
valued member of their community. The speeches conveyed
passion and support for the delivery of Chinese language and
culture and the linking of schools between Shetland and China.

The Chongging Chuanju Theatre Group had the audience
riveted during their exceptionally professional performances.
The ceremony ended with the unveiling of the Confucius
Classroom plaque and the arrival of the Vikings onto the
stage, complete with music, swords and shields, to mark the
occasion in true Norse style. From dragon dances, pandas and
dumplings to Vikings, fiddlers and burning dragon boats, the
two cultures came together in a happy, harmonious gathering
which embraced the opportunity for future developments
between China and Shetland and one which will long be
remembered.

Judith McKerrecher, CISS
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Language Show Live
Two former Tianjin Scholars wrote about the event for CISS:

On Friday 11 and Saturday 12 March, Scotland held its first

ever Language Show Live event at the SECC in Glasgow. The
event provides a space to meet hundreds of language learners,
teachers, translators, interpreters and linguists, and | was lucky
enough to be there representing CISS.

| took part in the ‘Conversation Corner’, where | spoke to
the public about learning Chinese whilst enjoying Chinese
tea. Spreading the word about the ease of learning Chinese
may seem like a difficult task but it was easy to get people
interested by teaching a few phrases and talking about my
experiences in China.

When | wasn’t trying to convince everyone to learn Chinese, | was
having a look at the other stalls. Languages from Russian to Gaelic
were represented among exhibitors and it was great to find out
more about the languages | want to learn but haven’t been sure
how to start. | was also delighted that a group of pupils from my
old high school were attending the event. | was able to catch up
with my old language teachers as well as speak to the students
about Mandarin and language learning in general.

| had a great time at the event representing CISS. It was great
to have the opportunity to meet so many experienced and like-
minded people. | am thrilled that this is to become an annual
event in Scotland, and | cannot wait for the years to come!

Natalie Hotchkiss, Former Tianjin Scholar
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Having spent last year living and studying in China as

one of the Tianjin scholars | was excited to discover what
opportunities would come my way this year. Already this year

| have had the chance to become a voluntary Chinese teacher,
present a Chinese Opera show and perform as part of a Chinese
choir. Most recently | was fortunate enough to exhibit with
Scotland’s Confucius Institutes at the Language Live Show
Scotland which took place at the SECC in Glasgow on Friday 11
and Saturday 12 March.

Every visitor to our stand was greeted with a warm welcome
and a cup of Chinese tea and were able to learn a little about
the Chinese language or culture. We asked visitors to our stand
to write down their hopes for the future which we then hung
on small wishing trees. For me it was wonderful to see people
being so enthusiastic about something | am so passionate
about. Visitors could learn to write their name in Chinese,
listen to a native Chinese performer or even try some Mandarin
themselves.

Along with some of my fellow Tianjin scholars, | hosted a
conversation corner in which we talked to people about our
experiences in China. We spoke to teachers who were interested
in incorporating Mandarin into classes, university students

who told us they had been inspired to learn Mandarin and high
school pupils who began to see that Mandarin was more than
just another subject. | also took part in a flash mob performing to
the incredibly addictive Little Apple song (/N34 The success
of this means people are able to see that learning Mandarin can
be enjoyable as well as useful for future careers.

This experience really solidified the fact that my life has been
completely changed by learning Mandarin. | have had so much
support from others and it is amazing that | can play that role
for future learners.

Chris McNulty, Former Tianjin Scholar
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Chongging Chuanju Chinese Opera Tour 2016

CISS was lucky to have the Chongging Chinese Opera Group in
Scotland for the annual Chinese New Year Tour, organised in
partnership with the Chinese Ministry for Culture. Performances
took place in Glasgow, Angus, Aberdeen and Shetland and
coincided with the Confucius Classroom Hub Launches at
Carnoustie High School and Sandwick Junior High School.

Chuanju Opera is one of the most famous performance arts

in China. On Wednesday 24 February, there was a wonderful
Chuanju Opera performance at Platform Theatre in Glasgow
by the Chongging Chuanju theatre of Sichuan Province. As a
Chinese national living in the UK, | was honoured to have the
opportunity to enjoy such a classical and traditional opera. The
singers, actors and acrobats were very skilled, the language
and tone of their voices was lively and entertaining, and the
plot had great humour. It was interesting to see the role of
Turquoise Snake in “The Tale of White Snake” being played

by a man, a role usually played by women. The lifts, shoulder
stands, and acrobatics were very ornamental and the classic
performance of Face Changing received praise and admiration
from all the audience. We felt a great sense of pride in these
superb performers.

Xiaoyan Zhou, Glasgow Chinese School Kelvin College
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Pupils from Daviot Primary School in Aberdeen also wrote about
their experience for the newsletter.

“I really liked the Chinese Opera because it was funny, had really
cool stunts and kung fu. My favourite part was the story with the
oil lamp because it made me laugh a lot. My least favourite part
was leaving because | would have loved to see more.” Heather, P6

“I liked the Chinese opera because it had comedy. | really want to
go back and see it again.” Louis, P6

“I really enjoyed the Chinese Opera. | even picked up a little
Chinese. | loved the singing, the dances, the kung fu, the jujitsu
and much more. At some points it was relaxing and then the next
minute you were on the edge of your seat. If | could, | would see it
over and over again.” Giordan, P7

“l enjoyed the opera because it was different to most other plays.
It wasn’t like a normal opera because it didn’t include as much
singing. There were four stories in the opera and my favourite was
the third because it was funny and adventurous. There was also
an actor who could change his mask without using his hands and
make it disappear!” Neve, P7

“| liked it when they were doing fighting and flips.” Connor, P6

“The opera was very expressive and interesting and full of lots of
emotions.” Blake, Pg

“| liked the actor with the oil lamp and also all the acrobatics.”
Charlie, Ps5

“I loved the scene when the husband got told off by his wife (he
was so skilled, it was epic!). | also loved the fighting parts. The
best character was the black snake.” Leask, P6

“I really enjoyed the opera because it was full of comedy, action
and suspense. | would give it 5 stars.” Charley, P5

“My favourite parts of opera were the acrobatics.” Finlay, P6

“I loved the Chinese Opera. My favourite part of the opera was the
first scene because | was absolutely stunned by all the colours!”
Klara, P5

“There were five different plays and my favourite part was the
husband who got told off by his wife for using all their money so
he had to put an oil lamp on his head and do lots of tricks.”
Finlay, P5

“I really enjoyed Chuanju comic. The acrobatics was stunning. The
actorwas tremendously talented. | also enjoyed the man with the
masks.” Grace, Pg

“] extremely enjoyed the Chinese opera. The first part of the show
was a sleeve waving performance where the women were wearing
massive dresses. The best part though was the gambler who lost
all his wife’s money so he had to do comedy stunts with an oil
lamp on his head.” Archie, P5

“l especially enjoyed the story of Pijin.” Harry, Ps

“I really enjoyed the Chinese Opera because it was very bright,
loud and amazingly colourful. It was fandabydosy.” Evie, P5
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Chinese New Year Burns Supper

For the third year in a row CISS combined celebrations
for Burns Night and Chinese New Year into one exciting
event. Held in the Barony Hall, the Chinese New Year
Burns Supper was organized in conjunction with the
Scotland China Institute and proved to be a huge
success.

Guests were treated to haggis, neeps and tatties, Burns
poetry, an incredible performance of the Erhu (a Chinese
stringed instrument) and a lively ceilidh. It was great

to have so many Hanban teachers, Chinese students,
visiting dignitaries and pupils from Lochend Community
High School at the celebration. We’re looking forward to
next year’s event already!

Natasha Bowman, CISS
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Business Brunches 2016

Young people from across Scotland had the opportunity to engage
with local businesses and hear about the value of language skills in
the world of work at six Business Brunches held in Glasgow, Dundee,
Paisley, Inverness, Edinburgh and Aberdeen in January and February
2016. These Business Brunch events demonstrated the relevance

of language skills in a work context and aim to encourage pupils

to continue their language studies into the senior phase of their
secondary education, and beyond school.

Over 700 learners heard from a wide range of dynamic business leaders
who view language skills as key to the growth and success of their
company at the event organised by SCILT, Scotland’s National Centre
for Languages and CISS in partnership with the University Council for
Modern Languages.

Quotes from the Business Brunch speakers:

“Make it your target to go to China in the next five years. | have learnt
less than 100 words but | learnt so much about how they think.”
Professor Leydecker, Plenary Speech Dundee Business Brunch 2016

“Language is one of those resources which unlocks opportunities.
Especially if you look East!”
Callam Fletcher, Keynote Speech Edinburgh Business Brunch 2016

Meryl James, CISS

20167 584

20165E— A — AFEASF i af . AR, fidr. DRIgh A, o2 T2 AN
B TSN HBIX AT TR S R B S 2 B AT L
D5 AR, T RE SRR AL AR A . IR
BTN 716 5 BREM AR R R, H R B4
TE = B BUR AR 5 2 2 IR RA 2 20

B T004 2455 TIRTUEF. A1 R AU i IRk 3
L T AR B AT 7 K R R T 7E . AR U )
R L E RIS o, b NI TR K DL 2
LB

K BB SIS Wi

201670518 7 55 42 23 M) leydecker 5% ik 21 :

WAL —ANBIERRAFENETHE HR. RS2 T AR 1T,
THARED T AR T A AT ) J g

201657 | EE T S5 841 - i i #Cal lam Fletcher:
B F R TR —A, BRIEAT DA LIS . REA0E W AR ) 4
TE!

Meryl James
M AT —KE




You Never Know!

Collating ‘Job Profiles’ is an increasingly important area
of our work at CISS. The various careers which lend
themselves to being linked with Chinese are infinite!
Most recently we have met quite a range, from a diplomat
advising businessmen on trading with China, to shop
assistants working in Harvey Nicols, who are trained in
Chinese culture by HR. We heard the story of a young
graduate of Chinese who went to work at Harvey Nicols.
They gave her training in how to sell and they helped
develop her awareness of how the Chinese customer
likes to shop. Not long afterwards a buyer from Chanel
came to Harvey Nicols, spotted her and invited her to join
their team in Paris. The message is you never know where
Chinese will take you!

Itis increasingly obvious that there is a strong role for
languages to play when they are married to subjects
such as engineering, research in science and zoology.
Amy Baxter who studied Spanish and French with
International Business Studies here at Strathclyde just
returned from Singapore, where Mandarin became the
language she needed to tackle. You may well start with
French, German or Spanish but Chinese will probably
come into things somewhere!

You can find more job profiles for Chinese on the CISS
website.

Meryl James, CISS
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Mandarin for beginners at the Centre for Lifelong
Learning

In partnership with the Centre for Lifelong Learning at the University of
Strathclyde, CISS’s Mandarin Teacher Hongyu Li is running a Beginner
Mandarin class. Isobel Clark, a member of the class wrote about her
experience for us:

We began our classes in the Confucius Classroom at the University of
Strathclyde. The environment was warm and conducive to learning
and it wasn’t long before our patient and encouraging teacher helped
us believe we could be successful in speaking Mandarin. At the
beginning we concentrated on pronunciation and are now reaping the
benefits of those initial lessons as our confidence grows in speaking
Mandarin. Within a short period of time we were able to engage in a
short conversation, giving information about ourselves, learning the
differences in addressing people of different ages and able to cope in
shopping situations.

Our teacher interspersed the language lessons with presentations of
the wonders of China and we also tried writing Chinese characters with
brushes and ink — a perfect balance.

Many of us are at the end of our professional careers and we were
amazed how inspired we felt to build on what we had achieved so we
asked if we could have more lessons. To our delight more lessons
were arranged and we are now making excellent progress talking about
hobbies, hopes and plans, holidays, routines and the weather. It has
been the most enjoyable course, generating confidence and a sense of
achievement and we would all love to know more. Xué wi zhijing — No
end to learning!

Isobel Clark
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RZSS Beyond the Panda in Edinburgh
Primary Schools

In October 2015, teachers from 12 schools took part in the Royal
Zoological Society of Scotland (RZSS) China Mobile Library
project as part of the Beyond the Panda Education Programme.
This exciting cross-curricular project allowed teachers to attend
a CPD event at Edinburgh Zoo exploring resource boxes themed
around learning Mandarin and science through the context of
pandas. Teachers also had beginner Mandarin language input
during the session. The teachers were even lucky enough to
see the pandas up close before returning to school and using
the resources with their classes. Sandie Robb from RZSS then
visited each teacher with their class and delivered an outreach
session to enhance using the resources. The project was hugely
successful in raising the profile of Mandarin learning in Primary
schools across the city and in raising the confidence of Primary
teachers delivering Mandarin in their schools. The project was
so successful it will run again after Easter.

“It was a busy three weeks visiting a total of 12 schools in the
City of Edinburgh with the China Mobile Library. | really loved
to see the pupils thoroughly engaged with the resources which
are interactive and cross curricular but mainly focused on
science and language. It was a pleasure to work with all the
teachers and pupils and | look forward to returning with new
Beyond the Panda resources and sessions in the future.”

Sandie Robb, RZSS Senior Education Officer
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Chinese in the Primary School
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Mandarin at St Peter’s Primary and
Danestone Primary

AN ERFHIE /N A DUE S

Nihao from Aberdeen, where we have been
celebrating the start of the Year of the Monkey
in style! Pupils at St Peter’s Primary and
Danestone Primary enjoyed making (and
eating!) their own spring rolls.

Uty L AR BTAT, FRATLE 1
Rfﬁfﬁ@ﬂfﬁﬁﬂ’]ﬂxu ME ! BN AT
/NS IR E AN b R

P5 pupils from St Peter’s Primary performed

a Dragon Dance in the playground. They also
made Lucky Red Envelopes for every class and
colouring in a monkey to be the centrepiece
of the school’s Mandarin display. Meanwhile,
both Danestone and St Peter’s Primary school
pupils continued to improve their calligraphy.
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Lynette Martin, Hazlehead Academy
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Zodiac stories at Forehill Primary

The P1 class at Forehill Primary have been learning about
the story of the Great Race for the Chinese Animal Zodiac
and made their own masks so they could retell the story.

Lynette Martin, Hazlehead Academy
(AR oy it Y 1 &
WL /N — A AT 20 T E A TR AR R

fltfiTE SHE TR, R R !
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China Week at Jordanhill Primary School

Primary 1 studied pandas during our Chinese week and visited
Edinburgh Zoo to see them. We found out lots of interesting
information about pandas which we shared with others through
writing and expressive arts activities.

Primary 2 celebrated Chinese New Year. This year is the Year of the
Monkey. We learned about the traditions surrounding this festival
and the different ways in which it is celebrated. We explored this
across all areas of the curriculum. We also held a Chinese New Year
party and ate some delicious Chinese food with chopsticks. Then
we performed Chinese songs and dances in an assembly to share
our learning with our community.

Primary 3 were very excited to be learning all about China! Our
focus for the week was on the tastes and traditions of Chinese
food. We learned about everything from farming in the rice paddies
to ancient tea ceremonies. We found out how to make dim sum and
created our own replica baskets.

We also learned about the symbolism of the different foods that
are cooked in a wok, as well as getting a taste of a few ourselves.
Hopefully we’ll be ok at using the chopsticks! We also had a go at
writing in Chinese characters and making up our own restaurant
menus. At the end of the week we baked our own fortune cookies
as a reward!

Primary 4 made a fact book about China. This included map work,
key facts and gaining an understanding of what life is like in China.
We compared school life in China with our own school experiences.
Dr. Thomson shared his experiences of his visit to China with us!

Primary 5 spent the week travelling back in time to ancient China.
We read the story of Mulan, the female warrior, and wrote great
imaginative letters pretending to be her. Our week long group
challenge was to produce an informative powerpoint about a
variety of aspects of ancient China which we delivered to our
classmates at the end of the week.

We had great fun learning about Chinese dragons and used pastels
and chalks to create our own stunning variations. We also learned
how to count to ten and greet people in Mandarin. In our art lesson
we loved learning the new skill of Chinese knotting with Lily. All in
all we had a wonderful week learning about a fascinating country!

As part of our learning on China, Primary 6 worked on a group
maths project linking with our recent topic on money. We used

a variety of skills to plan a family holiday to China. We covered
methods of transport, accommodation, food, and sightseeing.
We calculated the number of miles travelled from Glasgow to our
chosen Chinese city, worked out the time difference between
countries and looked at the exchange rate. We spent time
researching all the information before working in teams to design
and construct a series of tourist information boards which are on
display in the school refectory.

Primary 7 identified the main cities and rivers and researched facts
on China and a city of their choosing. They were also involved

in a challenge, researching 1 of 3 iconic features of China — the
Great Wall, the Terracotta Army and the Forbidden City — to create
a presentation for their peers as well as producing an advertising
poster for their chosen feature.

Allin all a great week at Jordanhill Primary School.

Paul Thompson, Jordanhill School
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Chinese in the Secondary School
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Our Experience Learning Mandarin

We have been studying Mandarin for almost a year and have all
found it really interesting and enjoyable. The course we have
been studying has allowed us to learn about various aspects
of China, both the language and the culture. Over the past year
we have picked up a great deal of vocabulary and can even
hold a (very basic) conversation. We take breaks from learning
Mandarin to learn more about the Chinese culture, particularly
around big events like Chinese New Year. Around the new

year we learnt about the history and culture surrounding the
festival including the twelve zodiac animals. We also learnt
how paper cuttings are created and got to make some of our
own in class, which were then displayed in school. When it
came to the Spring Festival we were taught about the traditions
surrounding it and how people in China celebrate. Our
Mandarin teacher taught us how to make dumplings, which is
a staple food of China. We made these dumplings from scratch
in our own Home Economics department and got to take them
all home to eat afterwards. Recently we have been learning
about the Chinese story of The Monkey King, who is one of the
main characters in the story Journey to the West. At the Chinese
lantern festival we made our own paper lanterns in class out

of card and used this and the paper cutting to decorate the
Confucius Classroom.

As we get closer to the end of the year we are pleasantly
surprised with how many Chinese characters and words we
can understand and use in our own conversations. Mandarin
seemed impossible at first but as we progressed and learned
more we realised how fun it could be.

Catherine Lumsden, Connor Mclnally, Ross Bertram, Gemma
Shearer, Kelly Young, Koni Liddle
The James Young High School
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Chinese New Year Activities at Mearns Castle

Chinese New Year started on Monday 8 February this year.

The pupils in Mearns Castle High School have been very busy
learning about this most important Chinese festival and they
celebrated this occasion by doing lots of fun activities at school.

S2 Pupils tried very hard to play the Chinese shuttle cock in the
PE department. S1 and S2 classes had a traditional Chinese
painting workshop in both the Modern Languages Department
and the Art Department. The pupils were very excited and proud
of what they achieved with the brush pen, black ink and rice
paper. S3 pupils went to Seewoo restaurant and supermarket to
celebrate the Lantern Festival, which is the last day of Chinese
New Year.

Many other activities such as Chinese paper cutting and
Chinese movie time were also available for pupils. What a busy
start to the Year of the Monkey!

Ying Zhang, Mearns Castle High School
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Teacher Immersion Course has lasting impact at
St Thomas of Aquins High School

We’re really excited about the opportunities the CISS teacher
course in China is creating for pupils and staff in Edinburgh
schools. One successful example of its impact is at St Thomas of
Aquins High School. Manuel Montenegro, who is a languages
teacher there, attended the course in China last summer. Since
returning he has put the experience to great use settingup a
Mandarin lunchtime club. He runs this club in partnership with
Hanban teacher, Xiufen Gao, and together they have created
real excitement across the school about learning Mandarin.

“The CISS summer immersion course for teachers has enabled
us to really drive forward learning and teaching of Mandarin in
Edinburgh. It supports our teachers to develop the skill set they
need to get started teaching the language and understanding
the culture. Partnering teachers with Hanban teachers or
Chinese Language Assistants gives them both an opportunity to
learn from each other and further develop their understanding
of language and learning and teaching. Manuel and Xiufen are
a great example of how this is working well!”

Ann Robertson, Qualiy Improvement Officer for Literacy and
Language at Edinburgh City Council

“I'was given the opportunity to be part of the teacherimmersion
course in Beijing University last summer. The classes were well
structured and very enjoyable. The outings featured a great deal
of authentic Chinese culture, food and history. This experience
has inspired me to share what | have learnt with my pupils in
Scotland and encourage them to learn about the language and
the culture used by the most populated country in the world.”
Manuel Montenegro, Languages teacher at St Thomas of Aquins
High School

The Mandarin club at St Thomas of Aquins recently
demonstrated what they have been learning by putting on a
Chinese New Year event. This event allowed pupils across the
school to learn some Mandarin from the pupils who have been
attending the club as well as learning about Chinese culture.
Since the event’s success, many more pupils have signed up to
attend the lunchtime club.

“As part of the New Year celebrations the club made lanterns to
decorate the languages department, and organised a dragon
parade that travelled through the corridors of the school. The
colourful and exciting display featured long dragons, masks,
music and yet more lanterns; as well as all the members of the
Mandarin club. The Mandarin club pupils taught staff and pupils
simple Mandarin such as numbers and calligraphy.”

James Rennie, Sg

We are delighted here in Edinburgh that we have five more
teachers from both primary and secondary schools attending
the course in China this summer. We hope that supporting
teachers to attend this course will continue to make a lasting
impact on the delivery of Mandarin across the city, like it so
clearly has at St Thomas of Aquins.

Laura Cassidy, Edinburgh City Council
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South Lanarkshire celebrates the
Year of the Monkey

Xin nian kuai le! South Lanarkshire Confucius
Classroom Hub celebrated the Chinese New Year
of the Monkey with an authority wide showcase.
One hundred and fifty young people along with 40
invited guests attended the event on Thursday 11
February, including the Lord Provost Cllr. Logan,
Depute Leader of South Lanarkshire Council Cllr.
Burns, Chair of Education Cllr. McKeown and the
Spokesperson for Youth Cllr. McLachlan. Depute
Director Fan Lin from CISS set the scene for the
audience by explaining Chinese New Year. The
showcase was an excellent example of the work
currently being undertaken by the young people
in 10 Universal Connections facilities, 23 primary
schools and 5 secondary schools within the local
authority. The young people’s performances
included songs “Jasmine Flower”, “Gong Xi Gong
Xi”, poems “Yi qu er san li”, “Yong e” and “Jing
ye si” and a fan dance. Another highlight of the
showcase was the Chinese Lion dance, which gave
the event a real feeling of authenticity. The young
people who performed were a credit to all of our
learning establishments and have proved that
learning Mandarin can be fun.

Robert Burgess, Hamilton Universal Connections
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Chinese Day at Forres
Academy

On Thursday 11 February, Forres
Academy hosted a Chinese
event, not only to support
transition and the 1+2 initiative,
but also to give S1 pupils the
opportunity to showcase their
learning of Mandarin.

Prior to the event, Selena Liu had been working across the school to celebrate
the Spring Festival. In Modern Languages, S1 pupils learned basic greetings
and numbers, in Art and Design, they learned about the ancient Chinese
traditions of calligraphy and paper cutting, in Music, they learned to sing the
Jasmine Song and in Junior Drama Club, they learned about the story of the
Butterfly Lovers, enabling them to write their own script which they narrated
on the Transition Day itself. Some pupils also had the chance to learn Tai Chi
during their PE lessons.

Seventy primary pupils arrived at lunch time and enjoyed a special Chinese
meal, prepared for them by the canteen staff. This was followed by the
performance from the Junior Drama Group and an introduction to the Chinese
Spring Festival by Selena. Primary pupils had the opportunity to visit different
‘stations’ where they would learn from S1 pupils about different aspects

of Chinese culture and language. The stations included calligraphy, paper
cutting, numbers and greetings, Chinese music and fan dancing. The Chinese
event was a huge success. In total, 72 primary pupils attended the event,

as well as many Forres Academy staff members, making this a whole school
event. For many primary pupils, it was their first experience of secondary
school and also of Chinese culture and language. Pupils were engaged and
thoroughly enjoyed the experience. S1 pupils improved leadership and team
working skills, as well as reinforcing their own learning by passing on their
knowledge to others. It was a thoroughly rewarding experience for all.

Dianne Smith, The Moray Council
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Hazlehead High and Oldmachar Academy
welcome the year of the Monkey

Pupils at Oldmachar Academy and Hazlehead
Academy were delighted to welcome the year of the
monkey. They celebrated by designing their own spring
couplets in the hope of bringing good luck in the new
year and trying to make a paper cuttings shaped like
the Chinese character for Spring %.

Hazlehead Academy pupils Lauren Raithel and Lucy
Mackintosh joined their classmates in using the
year of the monkey as the theme for their posters for
learning about weather vocabulary in Mandarin.

Finally, to celebrate World Book Day, Hazlehead
Academy pupils looked at famous books and literary
quotes in Mandarin to see if they could work out their
English translation. The pupils were then challenged
to translate some of their own favourite literary quotes
into Mandarin and write their translations out on
calligraphy paper.

A Robert Burns quote, “My heart is in the Highlands,
my heart is not here,” was translated into Mandarin by
Eilidh McArthur and into Gaelic by Kenneth McKenzie.

Another Robert Burns quote, “Dare to be honest and
fear no labour,” was translated into Mandarin and
Gaelic by Madeline Hughes.

Happy year of the monkey from the city campus class
at Aberdeen City Council!

Lynette Martin, Hazlehead Academy
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Tianjin pupils visit Leith Academy

As part of the Leith Academy link with Tianjin No. 1 High Schoolin
China, the Leith Academy pupils who went to China last October
had the fantastic opportunity to spend two days with Chinese
pupils in Edinburgh. All Chinese and Scottish pupils thoroughly
enjoyed this enriching experience. Pupils and staff worked hard

to give the Chinese pupils an authentic Scottish experience which
involved going home with pupils to have a meal with their families
as well as touring the tourist hotspots of Edinburgh. The next Leith
Academy pupil trip to China is planned for October 2016.

Claire Hibbert, Leith Academy pupil, gives her account below:

“On Wednesday 30 September and Thursday 1 October | had

the privilege of spending time with a group of students from
Tianjin No. 1 High School in China. At the start of the day on
Wednesday, we were introduced to the students. | enjoyed
showing the students around our school and introducing them to
my friends. They found our way of school and learning confusing
but interesting at the same time. Elisah gave me a gift which was
extremely kind of him and | was very thankful. Many of us got gifts
from our Tianjin friends.

After school we went to my friend Caitlin’s house and showed
them around. They were surprised by the size of her house and
how quiet the streets were. We played football and then went
back to Caitlin’s house for tea. We had chicken curry with Irn Bru
and finished with shortbread. We then made our way to my house
where they met my family, including my dog. After giving them a
bag of full of Scottish sweets, we headed to the beach. We wrote
Chinese characters in the sand, it was very pretty. We took lots of
photos and had good fun.

On the Thursday we toured around Edinburgh in a bus and heard
lots of stories. Atthe end of the day in Leith Academy it was time
to say goodbye. We exchanged emails and thanked each other
for the amazing past few days. | had a great time and will miss my
new friends and the time we spent together.”

Laura Cassidy, Edinburgh City Council
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How Mandarin opened doors for me

Brooke Walker is a former Leith Academy pupil whose
experience learning Mandarin has impacted very
positively on her prospects since leaving school. She

is a fantastic example of how learning Mandarin can
create exciting opportunities for young people. Read on
for her perspective on learning Mandarin:

| started studying Mandarin in S6 at Leith Academy.
Although the teacher originally wanted me to sit an
Access 3 course, | pushed myself and achieved an A

at Intermediate 1. In S6, | entered the British Council Mandarin speaking
competition. This included a three minute presentation followed by questions
(in Mandarin) from the four judges. The first round was in October, just two
months after | started learning it. | got to the final in London where | did well
but didn’t win.

It was because of this | was eager to keep learning the language. | applied

to study Chinese and Spanish at the University of Edinburgh and got an
unconditional offer. In my third year of university, | went on a year abroad. |
spent the first six months in Barcelona, working as a private English teacher.
In January 2015 | moved to Beijing. | got accepted into the top university in
China, Peking University, where | spent a semester learning more Mandarin.
This was an incredible experience, being taught by the most talented
teachers. | chose to live with a Chinese family, doing a home stay. This was a
more challenging option than living in student dormitories, but was extremely
rewarding. The couple | lived with spoke no English, so my Mandarin came on
leaps and bounds as | was forced to use it every day at home. | was very lucky
to be able to travel around China. | really loved it and can’t wait to return.

I’m now back in Edinburgh and in my final year at University. | hope to do
teacher training next year to become a Mandarin teacher myself. My experience
with Mandarin is very positive and | am so grateful that | had the opportunity to
learn it from school.

Brooke Walker, Former Leith Academy pupil

Celebrations at Queen Margaret Academy

Pupils at Queen Margaret Academy in Ayr hosted a range of
celebrations for Chinese New Year. The celebrations included
workshops teaching pupils about Chinese culture, dance, calligraphy,
paper cutting, knotting and a traditional tea ceremony. Workshops
were enjoyed by pupils from S1, S2 and P7 pupils from St Patrick’s, St
Ninian’s, St John’s, St Cuthbert’s and Sacred Heart joined in too.

Sarah Adams, Queen Margaret Academy
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Pupil Success at St Ninian’s High
School, East Renfrewshire

Friday 27 November saw the Fourth Youth Summit,
held by SCEN at Herriot Watt University. A collection
of St. Ninian’s pupils performed a Chinese song and
dance called Good Fortune at the conference. The
pupils had been working extremely hard to master
the routine and it was a delight for all to see their
dedication come to fruition. The school would like
to wholeheartedly congratulate all involved with
this tremendous performance.

On Tuesday 9 February two S4 pupils, Calum
Holland and Hepsi Xavier, competed in the final
of the HSBC/British Council Mandarin Speaking
Competition at the British Museum in London.
Callum achieved second place in the Intermediate
category. This competition has raised both
students’ motivation for studying Mandarin and
was also excellent practice for their upcoming oral
examination.

A collection of S2 & S3 pupils also took part in the
annual SCILT Mandarin Word Wizard Competition.

The positive feedback received from pupils and
staff alike has left us in no doubt that the Confucius
Classroom is a key and beneficial feature of St.
Ninian’s High School.

Ellena Zhou, St Ninian’s High School, East
Renfrewshire
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Lasswade High School welcomes Chinese New
Year with dumplings!

Midlothian’s Confucius Classroom Hub celebrated Chinese New
Year at Lasswade High School. The S6 readers meet regularly
with S1 students and for Chinese New Year the morning read
was the story of the Monkey King and the students all learned
about The Journey to the West.

Miss Hanratty in the Art Department made lanterns with her S1
classes. Each lantern was decorated with Chinese characters
and icons. Ms Hou, our teacher from Tianjin, showed that her
teaching skills are not limited to Mandarin when she visited the
school’s successful cookery club. Ms Hou showed Lasswade’s
lively cooks how to make dumplings. Mince, spices and
vegetables were mixed with chopsticks, and then the flour flew
as dumplings were made from scratch. Boiling the dumplings
made a steamy finish to an excellent lesson.

The main atrium was decorated with lanterns, banners and
kites. The students enjoyed sharing their predictions from
fortune cookies. Ms Hou gave her S3 Mandarin learners a
traditional red envelope to celebrate New Year and the arrival of
our new Mandarin teacher Mrs Zhao.

Colin Mitchell, Lasswade High School
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Lasswade High School Business Links

Mandarin learners from Lasswade High School visited Edinburgh
Castle as part of the CISS Business Language Champion (BLC)
project. The students and staff were made very welcome by

the castle staff and enjoyed the shelter from the cold provided
at lunchtime! After watching the firing of the one o’clock gun,
originally a time signal to vessels in the harbor at Leith, the staff
and students visited the exhibition of the Honours of Scotland.

The students are working on a variety of translation projects for
Chinese visitors to the castle. The students have chosen the
following projects: a Mandarin annotated map of the castle,

a timeline which compares Chinese and Scottish history and
information about the Scottish Honours. These projects will
produce materials which could be used by young Mandarin
speaking visitors to the castle. The students will be preparing
materials for the staff arriving from our twin school in Shanghai
for a visit after Easter. Lasswade are expecting visitors from both
Shanghai and Tianjin in the next session.

Colin Mitchell, Lasswade High School
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Mandarin comes to Breadalbane Academy

At Breadalbane Academy a Mandarin teacher came and taught
some of the pupils in S2 how to speak Mandarin. Zhao Laoshi
taught us how to say the numbers in Mandarin and also how

to say some basic words such as mouth, fire and roof. She also
taught us that combining characters make a whole new word, for
example fire and roof combined make the character for a burning
building. On the last day we had a very interesting lesson about
Chinese New Year and we even got to put on a mini parade!

Zhao Laoshi is from the capital of China, Beijing and she moved
to the UK 14 years ago. She lived in England for 6 years but has
been in Scotland for the last 8 years. Zhao Laoshi also had a
helper on the last day called Zhang Laoshi who has only been in
the UK for 4 months.

The schools in China are so different to here. They start lessons
at7:30am and end at 5:30pm which is a long day. The summer
holiday is a lot longer than ours - we get 6 weeks but they get 2
months!

Both teachers told me that they love Scotland because of the
welcoming people and the beautiful scenery. The only problem
with Scotland for them is the weather. Zhao Laoshi told me that
in China the seasons are very distinct - not like here where we can
have all seasons in one day!

We were very fortunate to have Zhao Laoshi teach us.

Luke Smith, S2 Breadalbane Academy
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Combining Mandarin and Business at Elgin Academy

Elgin Academy runs interdisciplinary projects which are designed to
focus on skills development. Recently S2 pupils worked together to plan
and create a new Johnston’s product specifically aimed at the Chinese
market. The pupils spent the morning in tutor classes to discuss and
develop their roles and ideas. In this time they had access to a range
of resources with the support of the Chinese teacher. In teams they
developed their advertising, packaging and marketing strategies,
finance plans and ideas for shipment and transport of goods, ready for
their pitches in the afternoon. There were eleven presentations to the
Dragon’s Den judging panel made up of the Headteacher, the Learning
and Development Manager for Johnston’s of Elgin, the Marketing
Assistant for Johnston’s of Elgin and the Chinese Hanban teacher.

Each class gave a presentation using song, power point, role play and
adverts they had developed to market their product in China.

During the day pupils considered issues such as age and gender of
the target market, the Chinese climate, traditions and festivals, and
popularity of tartan products in China. They also took into account
Johnston’s Corporate Social Responsibility agenda and considered the
products already considered by Johnston’s competitors. The grown-
up context allowed the pupils to expand their range of vocabulary

in Mandarin and to start developing linguistic skills in making
introductions and greeting people in a formal business setting. In
addition they learned about important aspects of Chinese culture and
contemporary life in China and the business world.

An S2 pupil had this to say about the day:

“| loved building a relationship with the Hanban teacher and it

was good to start learning basic Mandarin phrases. Most of all, |
developed my knowledge of Chinese culture and the differences
between Chinese culture and my own. | also had an opportunity to
develop my core skills and | enjoyed the team work element and the
competitive nature of the task.”

The day proved to be enriching experience for all involved and next
year will hopefully see more projects like this throughout the school.

Meryl James, CISS
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| etters from our Hanban Teachers

DUIRAUMIACK

Don’t go looking for me, I’'m in Scotland

Think of Scotland and you will think of the typical Scottish
bagpipe melodies echoing in the air and men wearing
kilts dancing to music, dream of Scottish country roads,
roaming in deep forests, exploring the mysterious castles,
lying leisurely side by side with grazing-animals in the
fields stretching far into the horizon.

Though | have been here for only five months, I’'ve
found an even more attractive Scotland, than the one |
imagined.

| live in an amazing place called The Highlands. Beside
the river Spey stands Kingussie High School, where | work
as a Mandarin teacher.

“Wherever you want to go, we’ll drive you there”;
“Whenever you have problems with anything, let us
know”; “Whatever you need, tell us.” These frequently-
repeated sentences are the most beautiful words | have
ever heard in the world.

The principle teacher, Miss Joy Collins prepared a hot
water bottle to warm my bed when | first arrived. In case
| felt lonely and to help me know more about the local
culture, wherever she goes, she takes me, a Hen Night
party, to a friend’s dinner, you get the idea!

Head teacher, Mr. Ollie Bray silently left a card and bunch
of flowers outside my new house, which moved me to
tears. There’s also lan, Andrew, Ailith, Louise, Shona, and
Nikola; people who are more like my family members than
my colleagues. Though in a foreign country, | feel at home.
| have a big family here, full of love.

In Scotland, Christmas is a season full of fun. There is a
steam train called The Santa Express and with Christmas
approaching, Joy, | and other volunteers, dressed as elves,
got on board and entertained pupils with funny stories
and riddles. We dressed the other passengers up, sharing
laughs and happiness, while Santa delivered the gifts to
each pupil. What a festive trip!

Here in Scotland, the day before Christmas Eve, the Santa
Dash took place in Kingussie High School. All staff and
pupils donned red Santa suits and bushy beards, danced
wildly on the school campus, then braving the rain,
dashed forward for the run. Everyone really got into the
spirit of the day. What a creative fun run!

There is a snow-covered region called The Cairngorm
Mountains National Park. One weekend, well
equipped, with Joy and her friend instructing me,

I slowly began my first go at skiing. Though it is
extremely tiring and freezing cold, the stunningly
beautiful views and the completely new challenge
gave me relief from the busy workdays and refreshed
me for a new week. It was a memorable and enjoyable
experience.

Here in Scotland, there is a popular event called The
Highland Games. The famous Caber Toss has come
to symbolize it. On a rainy afternoon last October, in
Kingussie Primary School, | had my first experience
of the games. All of us had a deep enthusiasm and
happiness from the Scottish-originated games, and
totally ignored the heavy rain. It was an impressive
and instructive activity.

Another popular pastime is Scottish country dancing.
Wednesday evenings are when friends get together,

to dance, sing, and play different kinds of instrument.
When | first joined them, their optimistic attitude to
life and their love of music impressed me deeply. From
the pieces of music | learnt what the Scottish are like
and the widely-known song ‘Auld Lang Syne’, which

is always sung at the end tells me so much about
what the Scottish people cherish. It’s a traditional,
warmhearted experience.

If you have never experienced life in Scotland, you will
never understand the true appeal of it. One day I will
come back for only one reason, for Scotland, the land
and its people.

Huiling Zhang, Mandarin Teacher, Kingussie High
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The Gifts from Scotland
HSEE TS 2225 T IR ALY

It’s been half a year since | arrived here and I’m no longer the newcomer,
with my mobile in hand, taking pictures everywhere. Unexpected and strange
things are part of life, changing and influencing us. Reflecting on my past,

| cannot recall many compelling or nerve-wracking stories, but | have had
epiphanies and thoughts inspired by the ordinary little things here that are
quite precious to me. | call these the gifts from Scotland.

The first gift: listen to your students attentively, and you will be surprised.

| used to believe students’ ideas were generally simple, and that primary kids
were even childish and sometimes didn’t make sense at all. So as teachers
we only need to answer the questions with a smiling face and show respect
however funny we find them. However, a question from a primary student
changed my opinion completely. As usual, | began my first class with some
talk about China and Mandarin to get to know them better and adjust my
teaching to their needs. Apart from common topics like Chinese food, the
Great Wall and the panda, most pupils wanted to know the best, the most, the
tallest, the smallest. Typical children’s questions and | was well prepared for
them. But then there came an unexpected one: If there were only one thing
you could take back to China, what would you take? It took me by surprise.
How could a P6 kid come up with such a question? | felt amazed but also guilty
of underestimating them. All of a sudden, it struck me that only when we listen
attentively and appreciate sincerely can we go into the students’ boundless
world and achieve our student-based teaching goal. If we compare the daily
teaching to a stream, the pupils’ ideas are like ripples vitalizing that stream.

The second gift: little habits demonstrate personal quality.

When | first arrived at Scotland, | fell in love with it and it took me a while to
really understand the true reasons why. Strangers greet you with a hello ora
smile when passing by. Passengers sit at the back of the bus so that the old
and women with prams can sit at the front. Nearly everyone holds the door
open for the next person. | feel people’s respect and care for each other in this
action. Walking through the door that is held for you, you say thank you and
smile, thus sowing seeds of kindness.

| see the same kindness in public services. The bus drivers will adjust the bus
doorin order to help a person in wheelchair get on the bus. He does this while
passengers all wait patiently. It reminds me of an old Chinese saying: ‘Bringing
convenience to others means bringing convenience to oneself.’

What is good quality in society? Its little habits which bring kindness to others.
When everybody is willing to pass such kindness on, society becomes truly
civilized, heartwarming and full of care.

With China’s history and culture in one hand and Scottish modern civilization
in the other, we have so much to learn from each other. If a student asked
me what | would like to bring back to China most, | would definitely say my
thoughts, they have been the best gift from Scotland.

Yueying Sun, Mandarin Teacher, Queen Anne High School
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