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The European Group on Sentencing & Penal Decision-Making

Justice & Technology in Sentencing & Penal Decision-Making 
European Seminar
Thursday 16th- Friday 17th May 2024 
The Law School 
City University
London
Call for Participation

This European seminar brings together academic researchers, as well as practitioners, policy officials and others to learn from each other and to debate the role of technology (broadly conceived) in judicial sentencing and across broader penal decision-making. 

Just Technology? It is tempting to conceive of ‘technology’ as an obvious force for good yielding greater efficiency, automation of routine tasks, and transparency. However, there is also a long tradition of concern and suspicion about the impacts of new technologies. Historically speaking, we can see that some of these suspicious have been borne out and others now appear to have been misplaced. 

In the context of sentencing and penal decision-making, what is needed is critical engagement with various forms of technologies, their construction, interpretation and use, but also, arguably, with some of the more dystopian visions which are conjured. Indicative questions, include, for example:
· Are technologies heralding the dehumanisation of justice? Are techno-rational instruments squeezing out room for discretion, individualisation and wisdom?

· What are, and should be, the impacts of technology on legal and social equity? How might technologies hide the reality of systemic injustices? And what can and should be done?

· How are, and should, new (and old) technologies be understood, operate in the delivery of justice in sentencing and penal decision-making? 

· What are, and should be the roles of technologies in the delivery of justice? What is the justice of the creation and delivery of such technologies? 
The above questions are indicative only and not intended to be exhaustive. 
Proposals to Present a Paper

If you wish to propose a formal paper please send a title and abstract to the Seminar Chair (Prof Cyrus Tata) at Cyrus.Tata@strath.ac.uk before the end of Monday 6th May. Abstracts should be 200-500 words in length. Papers may be conceptual, empirically-based (whether by quantitative or qualitative work) or inspired by one or more disciplines. A broad conception of ‘technology’ is welcome. 
Not all papers may be accepted. In general, there is a preference for work at a relatively well-developed stage and/or more ambitious in nature, as well as also encouraging speakers from a range of jurisdictions.  However, it may be possible to accommodate shorter work-in-progress presentations in some panels. Different formats for panels (e.g. author meets critics) will be considered – please put forward your ideas!
The language of the seminar will be English. Native English-speakers are asked to bear in mind that others are listening, and speaking in a second language – we thank them for that!
Who Should Attend?

The seminar particularly welcomes attendees from a range of jurisdictions, and disciplinary backgrounds. 

· As well as scholars and researchers, practitioners, policy-makers, members of the third sector and all those with a serious interest in this subject are warmly encouraged to join the seminar.
Deadline for Registration: Friday 26th April 2024
If you wish to participate in the seminar, including if you are not offering a formal paper please email the Chair, Cyrus Tata. Cyrus.Tata@strath.ac.uk
Roundtable Seminar Format

By deliberately having a limited number of participants, the seminar will contrast with the approach of large seminars where time for discussion and exchange about the implications of a paper can be limited. In this focused seminar we have more time to think and converse in a relatively intimate setting. Having a limited number of scheduled formal presentations on a focused theme allows generous time for inclusive and challenging discussion and debate. 

Thanks to our hosts at City University, (especially Dr Gemma Birkett), London there will be no registration charge for taking part in the seminar itself, with lunch and refreshments provided.  However, places are limited so please get in touch as soon as possible and before 26th April.
There will be dinners (self-paying) on Thursday and Friday evenings – these will be informal, inclusive and convivial evenings. Accompanying persons are welcome to join us. 
Seminar Venue
Our venue is City University London, the Law School. (Precise location details to follow). City University Law School is extremely well served by public transport. Nearby underground stations include: Old Street, Angel, Barbican, Farringdon. 
Accommodation. 
There are many hotel and self-catering options near City University Law School, but be aware that they will fill up - so book early. (You can usually change or cancel later without charge). Although London is not the cheapest, there are some reasonably inexpensive options. The following are around a 10-15 minute walk to the seminar venue.

Premier Inn Smithfield
Premier Inn (London Angel Islington) 

Premier Inn (London City Old Street)
Yotel London City
